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degree, relieve the people and suitors of a very | 
onerous burden in attending court, and will expe- | 
dite and hasten the decision of causes. The as- 
wmption of the gentleman, that the present bill | 
ie not needed, is gratuitous, and unauthorized by | 
the condition of affairs in Texas. 

Sir, | must be allowed to express my astonish- | 
ment, that the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. | 
McCLERNAND] Should oppose present action upon | 


this bill, on the ground that it involvesa question of || quence is, that they have made constant inroads 


houndary. I did notanticipate such an objection | 
from such a quarter. It does no¢become one of the 
friends of the late “Administration, who went to 
war with Mexico, to defend the title of Texas to the 
country to the Rio Grande, to urge such an ob- | 
jection to the bill. Such an argument would come 
more gracefully from the other side of the House, 
and from those not thus committed. But the ob- 
jection is futile, proceed from whence it may. The 
ill has nothing to do with the subject of the 
boundary of Texas. It does not change, or en- 
large, the present ens of the Federal court 
of Texas, as to the territorial extent of its juris- 
diction. The law creating the present court ex- 
tended its jurisdiction over the whole of ‘Texas, 
and this billdoesno more. It defines no boundary 
for the State. The act of Congress of December, 
1845, creating the present court, declares, ‘* that 
‘the said State of Texas shall constitute one judi- 
‘cial district,’? under which that court has taken 
jurisdiction, of many causes arising on the Rio 
Grande: the same law creating the court declares, 
“that all the laws of the United States are hereb 
‘declared to extend over, and to have full and free 
‘ effect within the State of ‘Texas, admitted at the | 





‘present session of Congress, into the confederacy 
‘and union of the United States.”’ The present 
bill goes no further. It is well known that Texas 
has been in the undisturbed jurisdiction of this 
country for a long time, and she has actually held 
courts at Brownsville, for several years. 

At Brownsville, an annual session of the United 
States district court is very necessary, almost in- 
dispensable to the business of the country. There 
is a large population and a heavy trade at that 
place, and in its vicinity. A large portion of the 
ttles are in litigation, and must pass through the 
Federal court. This population is isolated in a 
great degree from the rest of the State, and is dis- 
tant three or four hundred miles from Galveston, 
where the court is now held. They ought not to 
be subjected to the expense of this travel, and the 
delay of a crowded docket. The middle and east- | 
ern sections of the State labor under similar diffi- 
culties and burdens. 

Sir, | must be allowed to say, that it isnota little 
extraordinary, that since the annexation, the dele- 
gation from ‘Texas have never been able to propose 
any measure for her relief or benefit, but some per- 
son has made it the pretext of dragging in this 
question of disputed boundary. Not a bill for a 
mail-route in that State, however necessary or un- 
important, can be introduced, but that it is made 
the fruitful topic of discussion of the boundaries 
of ‘Texas, and encounters hostility for its real or 
lMeginary bearingson that subject. 

1 am not prepared to say whether it is owing to 
this cause, that Texas has received so little of the 





benefits of the Federal Government since annexa- 


tion, but she has been treated with the indifference 
ofastep-child. ‘Not a single light-house has been 


_ erected on her coast. 


Mr. GRINNELL (Mr. Howanp yielding the 
t for explanation) wished to remind the gen- 
tleman from Texas, that one reason why light- 
s had not been established in Texas was, that 
the State had neglected to cede the jurisdiction 
exieted ia at sw There fad always | 
: a disposition to make li Spria- 
tions for the benefit of Texas. Teena 
Mr. HOWARD resuming, said, that was true 
With regard to two li t-houses; but her whole 
Western coast, from Pass Cavallo, had been left 
we mer ccesies on the — when eke 
oceurring for want o rlights. 
Especially the. aan adh 


This distribution of the business will, ina great I the whole commerce of the Rio Grande passed, a 
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that other acts have transpired, unfavorable to her 
| claim. There was the law, passed two days after 
| the passage of the resolutions of Texas annexation, 
| which authorized a drawback on foreign goods 
|; exported in original packages from the United 
| 
} 


_ 


left unprotected. At this point, immense amounts 
of wrecks and loss of property occur for want of 
a light-house. On the subject of frontier defences, 
the treatment of Texas has been even colder and 
more unjustifiable. Her frontier has been left 
comparatively unprotected. The force sent there 
has been mainly infantry, and totally unsuited to 
| prevent the incursions of the Indians. ‘The conse- 


| States ‘* to Chihuahua and Sante Fé, in Mexico.” 
| Mr. HOWARD. I beg leave to correct the 
gentleman. He is mistaken in supposing that, 
| since Texas was admitted into the Union, Con- 
| gress has passed a law allowing drawbacks on 
| goods shipped to Sante Fé. The act to which he 
along the whole frontier, killing the inhabitants, || alludes, was passed the 3d of March, 1845, and 
and destroying large amounts of property. - These | Texas was not admitted into the Union until the 
complaints have come up constantly from Texas; | following December. These drawbacks were col- 
every mail brings news of some fresh Indian mur- || lected after annexation, by virtue of an order of 
der and outrage, and yet the Government, although || the Secretary of the Treasury, and not by force of 
possessing ample power under the law, does not || an act of Congress. 
move for the protection of her people. Sir, [trust |} Mr. McCLERNAND continued. He appears 
the time is coming when Texas will receive some |? also not to know, whatis notorious, that this Gov- 
share in the benefits of the legislation of this Gov- |} ernment maintained a Consul at Sante Fé, after the 
ernment, and, at all events, that justice will not be |) annexation of Texas. 
denied her citizens, by refusing to provide a court |} Mr. HOWARD (Mr. McCrernanp yielding 
for the necessary litigation of the country. |, for the purpose) desired to ask the gentleman from 

Mr. McCLERNAND. The occasion for an || Illinois whether the whole of the territory of 
additional court, in Texas, may be a very good || Texas was not embraced in the Federal jtfisdic- 
reason for the seasonable passage of this bill; but || tion, whether it was exercised through one court 
not for its immediate passage. He made no point || or through two courts? 
of merit against the bill—only a point of time. ) Mr. McCLERNAND. Yes; that is the pre- 

The gentleman from Texas (Mr. Howarp] || cise question. What is the State of Texas—where 
had manifested quite as much passion as discre- || is her boundary? The law quoted by the gentle- 
tion upon this subject. He had virtually im- || man would prove one boundary as well as an- 
peached any other member’s right to speak upon || other. : 
it—any member differing in opinion from him: || |The gentleman from Texas had complained that 
more, he had virtually accused Mr. McC. of || the boundary of Texas had been dragged in to de- 
hostility to Texas, because he saw fit to ob- || feat the passage of the bill. Who had dragged it 
ject to the immediate passage of the bill. Now, |, in? Himself. Mr. McC. had not done so. He 
the gentleman from Texas was in error on both || had neither affirmed nor denied the boundary 
these points. It was just as much Mr. McC.’s || claimed by Texas; he had only insisted that there 
right to speak upon the question, as it was |) was a question about it. True, he had his opinion, 
| the right of the gentleman from Texas to do so, |, and would be prepared to express it at the proper 
and most certainly Mr. McC. would do so, when- time, if necessary. He had only designed to men- 

| 
| 


large and greatly increasing commerce had been 
| 











ever he chose to ie so, whatever might be the || tion, asa reason why the bill should not be passed 
opinion of the ge an from Texas. The accu- || now, that it might commit the House unwittingly 
upon the question of boundary. The establish- 
ment of a collection district upon the Rio Grande 
had been understood by many to be a legislative 
| the contrary, Mr. McC. had been the fast || recognition of the title of Texas to the lower Rio 
friend of Texas. He had sympathized with her | Grande, and might not this bill be liable to a simi- 
in her revolutionary struggle—was among the |) lar interpretation in regard to the upper Rio Grande, 
first—the very first—to assist her into the Union, || and the country in dispute between New Mexico 
and had always been disposed to respond in kind- || and Texas. He called the attention of the House 
ness, and even liberality, to her wants. His his- | to this point. All Mr. McC, asked, was, time and 
tory, in regard to ‘Texas, was probably quite as | light—that the bill might be referred to the Com- 
old and as friendly as that of the honorable gen- || mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
tleman himself, and had been made, no doubt, in || under the rules, and that it should be printed. Was 
circumstances of as great responsibility as had || not this parliamentary—was it not fair? — 
ever attended any action of the ee in her || The gentleman from Texas had complained that 
service. Mr. McC. had only asked that the rules |, the wants of Texas had been neglected. Mr. McC. 
of the House should be applied to this bill—that | would not go into that question; but would say that 
the bill should take the regular and usual course— || he was ready and willing to coéperate with the 
this was all—and this was the sam/’of his hostility || gentleman at all proper times, and in all proper 
to Texas. | ways, to supply those wants. But did not the 
The gentleman from Texas, in his diffidence, || gentleman in some measure mistake? The gen- 
had not been content to claim a superior knowl- || tleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Grinweit] had 
edge in regard to all that relates to Texas; he had | just silenced him on one point of his complaint, 
not been content with this claim alone; but had || and probably it was in the power of other mem- 
gone further, and ventured to impeach the inform- || bers to answer him equally successfully upon 
ation of all who might differ with him. He had || other and all the points of his complaint. He 
sgid, that Congress had already admitted the right || would commend to the gentleman patience and 
of Texas to the boundary claimed by her, and |; moderation. These qualities would ensure him 
that, therefore, his (Mr. nee objection, if it || all that he had a right to claim. - 
were true that the bill was confirmatory of this Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, rose and 
boundary, would avail nothing. But was this so? } said, that as he wasa member of the Committee 
was it in fact true that there was no question ) on the Judiciary, and had taken part in the de- 
about the western boundary of Texas? He oe i| liberations. on this bill, he desired to reply to. an 
McC.) thought there was. The gentleman from | assertion that the Committee had been unanimous 
Texas stool alone in acontrary opinion. If there |, in reporting this bill. As the bill was originally 
was no such question, why this sensitiveness on || framed, he admitted that the opinion of the Com- 
the part of the gentleman? why these offers of ||. mittee was unanimous; but after it had assumed 
millions of money to quiet her claim in favor of || its present form, he had stated his ere to the 
New Mexico? ‘The gentleman will answer these || bill. He had then objected, and hea ways should 
questions. | object, to the passage of the bill in its present 
The gentleman may not be as well versed in all | shape. He could not vote in favor of the bill, be- 
the laws bearing on the question of Texas bound- || cause it might be construed into an admission of 
ary, as he supposes he is. He mentions certain || the right of Texas to all the territory which she 
laws, from which he draws an inference favorable || claims. Such would be the effect, because there 





sation, express of implied, that Mr. McC. was 
inimical to Texas, was—if the gentleman wished 
so to be understood—equally unauthorized. On 







Brazos Santiago, through which ' to the claim of Texas; but he appears not to know |: was one place named in the bill which stands on 








oe 


debatable | ground—on that part of the territory 
which is in dispute. 








He was glad when the gentleman from IIlinois || 


rose and objected to the immediate passage of this 


bili, although it appeared, from the language of || 


the gentleman from Texas, that the gentleman 
from Illinois had no right to speak on the subject. 
Now he could not tell what reason there might be 
for prohibiting gentlemen on the other side of the 
House from speaking on the subject of the bound- 
ary of Texas; but he supposed that on this 
side of the House, he might be permitted to say a 
word. There is a large portion of the territory 


to which Texas lays claim, which does not belong || 


to her. It was enough for him to know, that her 
claim goes a hundred miles beyond what he be- 
lieves to be her true boundary. 

Mr. HOWARD (Mr. Srevens yielding for 
explanation) asked if the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania was aware that there had been a court 
which had exercised jurisdiction over this ter- 
ritory for the last four years? 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, begged to 
ask of his colleague, where was the place which 
he had designated as situated on the debatable 
ground ? 

Mr. STEVENS. It is Brownsville. 

Mr. THOMPSON. Where is Brownsville? 


Mr. STEVENS said, if his colleague did not || 


know, it was not for him to become his instructor. 
Let him go back to his primer. It is situated 
somewhere in the territory which formerly be- 
longed to Mexico, and now belongs to the Uni- 
ted States. But he did not rise to discuss the ques- 
tion of boundary. Whenever the proper time for 
the consideration of that question should come, he 
would be prepared to discuss it with his colleague 
to the best of his ability. He did not believe that 
the boundary of Texas ever extended to that point. 
It was enough for him to know, that the bill em- 
braced a jurisdiction over ground which was is in 
dispute. He was not willing to do anything to 
setile, by this bill, the question of boundary, so 
far as to include this debatable territory, and thus 
fix the boundary of the State wherever she might 
choose to designate it. 

At the beginning of the present session of Con- 
gress, we had voted for the purchase of a directory, 
to which was attached a map, in which Texas was 
made to cover a greater part of the United States. 
Supposea claim to all that was contained in that 
map was set up, perhaps the map itself might be 
admitted as good ground for it. He did not wish 
to be forced into a premature discussion of this 
subject. 

He had said, that he would make no opposition 
to the bill, if this place on the debatable ground 
was omitted. But he had given notice in commit- 
tee, that if this place was fixed on, he would never 
vote for the bill; and he never would, until he 
knew that Brownsville was not within the deba- 
table ground. He could not but suppose, that, 
as gentlemen so Sterne tnsioted on having 
the place named, they must have had some poten- 
tial motive for it. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, said, his 
reason for asking his ‘colleague where this place 
was situated, was, to inform him that it was be- 
tween the Nueces and the Rio Grande. This bill 
indicates no boundary for Texas. Whatever 
rightfully belongs to Texas will be included in her 
boundary; whatever does not, will be excluded 
from her boundaty. 

Mr. KAUFMAN. I hope, Mr. Speaker, if the 
bill is not now passed, that at least it will not be 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
atate of the Union. If that reference is made, it 
may be a long time before we reach it. ‘There is 
no State in the Union that demands the existence 
of two district courts of the United States as much 
as Texas. ‘Texas is much the largest State in the 
Union. It is, perhaps, one thousand miles from 
one settled portion of the State to another. The 
pecaliar land-system that prevailed in Texas, orig- 
inating with Mexico, has entailed upon her an 
extraordinary amount of litigation. It is well 
known that a large number of grants, of eleven 
leagues of land each, was issued under the Mexi- 
can Government, These grants have been hawked 
about in the United States for the last twenty years, 
and sold to different speculators. Although many 
or most of those claims are fraudulent, null, and 


void, yet suits are brought upon them, and they | 


must 


| United States district court, because the holders 


of these claims are mostly citizens of other States. 
The system of surveying in small tracts, prevail- 
|| ing in the United States, has saved the new States 
of the West from much litigation, that has arisen 
|| in Texas. Now, sir, unless this bill is passed, 
| settlers, sued for their homes, will be compelled to 
|| travel two, or three hundred, or more miles, to 
employ counsel in their defence. It is absolutely 
impossible for one judge to discharge all the duties 
| of his office for the State of Texas, and go#to 
| points of convenience to defendants. He could 
not, perhaps, do it by remaining even at one point. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania [Mr. Sre- 
VENS] said, that the Committee on the Judiciary 
were far from unanimous in reporting this bill. 
| gvow, sir, only two members of that committee— 
| the gentleman from New York,({Mr. Preston 
| Kine,] and the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
himself, [Mr. Srevens]—objected. This bill re- 
ceived the support of all the other members of 
the committee. 

Mr. ASHMUN. When this bill was first 
acted upon in committee, 1 was not present. | 


acted upon, and consented that a motion should 
be made that the bill be put upon its passage, but 
'| | never approved of the bill. 


|| inserting Brownsville in the bill put, and did you 
| not assent to it? 

| Mr. ASHMUN. 1 did so, but only in order to 
| bring the matter before the House. 

| .Mr. KAUFMAN. If you acted with that view, 
|and I misunderstood your motive, I stand cor- 
rected, 

| This bill makes no decision as toboundary. It 
confers no additional nor more extended jurisdic- 
| tion than is already conferred by law, in the 
| United States district court of Texas. As no 
| allusion whatsoever is made to Santa Fé, nor is 
there any extension of territorial jurisdiction, | 
must express my surprise at the objections inter- 
on by the gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. 
| McCrernanp,] whose friendship to Texas, here- 
| tofore, I have cheerfully acknowledged, more par- 
| ticularly, as six members of: the judiciary com- 
mittee have united in recommending the imme- 
diate passage of the bill. 

As the law now stands, the court may be helda 
| Brownsville, or any other point in Texas. But it 
| has only heretofore been held at Galveston. The 
| object of this bill, in part, is to compel the judge of 
| the present court, as well as of the new court, to 
be established, to hold its séssions at particular 
places, so as (o answer the convenience and wants 
of the people. ° 
I regret, Mr. Speaker, that when a matter of 
| public utility to the people of Texas comes up, 
| that it is to be embarrassed by the old ery of the 
| disputed territory between the Nueces and the Rio 
| Grande. Why) sir, I believe this question is 
| given up nearly everywhere else but here. The 
| ground of objection has been shifted to Santa Fé. 
| Even the resolutions from the State of New York, 
about which such unusual parade was made the 
other day, when presented by the gentleman 
| from New York, [Mr. Preston Kina,} asking, 

| contrary to usage, that they should be read—says 
| nothing about the territory between the Nueces 
and the Rio Grande. They only speak of what 
| they say was formerly New Mexico, although, as 
originally introduced, they denied to Texas the 











territory between the Nueces and Rio Grande; but 
| this latter part was struck out by the legislagure. 
| And yet what the New York Legislature rejected, 
_ and God knows they are ultra enough on slavery 
| to satisfy the most rabid, is to be revived and 
| sustained here on this floor. 
| There are some thousands of voters in this ter- 
ritory between the Nueces and Rio Grande; it is 
| re tee into counties, it is represented 
in our Legislature. District courts of the State 
are regularly held there, and the jurisdiction of 
Texas Over it is perfect in every respect. It is 
too late now to object to it. 


The passage of this bill is of*vital importance to 


the farming interests of the State of Texas. People || 


| who are sued for their homes, want their cases 
'| tried where they can employ counsel for the de- 
‘| fence, without being pda to ride hundreds 
| of miles, and expend more in traveling and ne- 
glecting their business, than, in many cases, 


defended. Suits are brought in the || their claims are worth. They do not want delay 


Mr. KAUFMAN. Was not the question of | 
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| came into the committee when the bill was finally || 
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| in thea judication of their claims, for, durine », 

| delay, they would feel unsafe in making impn 
| ments upon their farms. Memorials have oe 
‘sent on, long ago, for this additional court. Th, 


} A 
| people demand it. A year ago, a bill Similar to 


this, passed the Senate unanimously; but for Cer. 
ssed by this House. It 


tain reasons, it was not 
| ought now to be passed; and [ believe there j 


! not a generous-hearted, benevolent member on 1} , 
|| floor, who would hesitate a moment to give the bill 
|| his support, if he knew the inconveniences ' 
|| lays, and expenses to which hundreds of 

|| working, industrious farmers are subjected } 
|| present organization of the Federal court in T 
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Mr. ROBINSON moved that the House ry. 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
state of the Union. 

A brief conversation followed between Mr 
| KAUFMAN and the SPEAKER, on a point of 

order. 

Mr. PECK suggested that the bill should be 
| printed. 
| Objection was made. 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Rosinson, and decided in the negative 
| ayes 57, noes 69. 

So the House refused to go into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

And the question recurring on the reference of 
the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, 

Mr. PRESTON KING said, Mr. Speaker, the 
| gentleman from Texas has thought proper to al- 
lude to the resolutions of the Legislature of New 
York, in discussing the merits of this bill. The 
principles and opinions of the State of New York 
are openly and clearly expressed, and published 
to the world. Al! may know them, who feel an 
interest to know what they are. They will be 
maintained by the people of the State of New 
York, and I trust by her Representatives on this 
floor. I shall not now be drawn into a discussion of 
them, upon the question of referring a bill which 
relates, and in my judgment should be regarded 
| as relating, solely to the proper judicial accommo- 
dations of the people of the State of Texas. The 
gentleman has thought proper to allude to my 
opinions in the committee. I was present in the 
committee when this bill was acted upon, and 
entertained the opinion, that, until the boundaries 
of Texas were settled, no locai legislation for that 
State should be regarded as expressing an opinion 
of Congress as to her legitimate boundaries, and 
that no effort should be made to obtain the pas- 
sage of a law that might, by indirection, be con- 
strued as settling a question of boundary. The 
bill granting a new judicial district, and designa- 
ting certain localities for holding the courts, was 
at that time agreed to by the committee, unani- 
mously. ‘The bill, as then agreed to be reported, 
did not designate Brownsville, although subse- 
quently—and as he understood on another day, for 
he was not present when it was done—the com- 
mittee inserted in the bill Brownville, as one of 
the places for holding courts. He [Mr. K. 
did not regard the bill as deciding properly any 
question but that which legitimately belonged to 
its avowed object; and he should vote upon tt 
here, as he did in committee, with regard solely 
to the reasonable and proper accommodation of 
the people of Texas, in the transaction of their 
business in the courts of the United States. 

Mr. SCHENCK next obtained the floor, but 
yielded at the requestof , 

Mr. HOWARD, who said he wished to ask 4 

uestion of the gentleman from New York, {Mr. 

\ oe He had understood the gentleman 0 
say, that It was with the assent of the members 
from Texas, that it had been agreed in commitiee 
to report the bill, os Brownsville. 

Mr. PRESTON KING said he had understood 
so, though the gentleman now making inquiry was 
not present. 

Mr. HOWARD. My colleague can make # 
| statement upon that point. 
| Mr. KING said he had alluded to it because 
he had been specially referred to by the ger 
tleman from Texas, (Mr. Kavrman,) who had 
spoken of his opinions in committee, out of order, 
he thought, though, for himself, he had no objec- 
| tion to having his opinions stated any where. 

Mr. KAUFMAN, in reply to_ the gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Kine,] said, Brownsville 











is in the district of my'colleague, [Mr. Howano-] 
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is bill proposes the- 
od mds in my district. 
diciary 
man. ) 
the committee to Dr ; 
order to secure Its immediate passage, and as, by | 
the law now in force, the judge of the district | 
court could hold his sessions at Brownsville, if he | 
chose, | expressed my willingness to leave out | 
Brownsville rather than have the bill delayed— | 
thinking that, perhaps, my colleague would agree | 
| 


the establishment of an 
I went before the Ju- | 


Objections being made by two members of | 
to Brownsville being in the bill, in | 


to it, and intending to inform him of it before the 
pill was reported. I did so, but he conceived that 
the population and trade of the Rio Grande had 
jately increased so much, that the wants of the 
community absolutely required a court there. I 
at once promptly informed the chairman of the 
committee of that fact, who laid the matter before 


the bill. My colleague knew nothing about there 
being any objection to Brownsville until I informed 
him, when he objected to its being omitted. 

Mr. SCHENCK (resuming) said he did not 


intend to discuss, the question of the bounda- | 
ries of 'Texas—whether the western boundary | 
| 
} 


was the Rié Grande, or not. Neither should he 


enter into the discussion of the geographical ques- | 
tion, which had been started between the gentlemen | 


He | 


from Pennsylvania, where Brownsville was. 
dared say—whether this bill was right or wrong 
in itself—that the gentleman from Texas clearly 
believed that it was right and proper, and to be 
passed for the accommodation of a large portion 
of country within his district—extending to them 
such a judiciary system as would enable them to 
have their suits in court disposed of. He dared 
eay, there might be’many other cases in which gen- 
tlemen were anxious to have bills, affecting their 
particular constituencies, taken up out of the ordi- 
nary course of legislation, and pressed through in 
hothaste. When such bills came up in proper order, 
it would be time enough to consider their merits. 


But there were other questions to be disposed of | 


There was a district ofcountry lying on the Pa- 


cific, containing a population of 100,000 inhabit- | 


ants, waiting for an entire judiciary system—wait- 
ing to have their Representatives on this floor, and 
in the other end of the Capitol, admitted. Gen- 
tlemen here—and perhaps he did not mistake 
in supposing that the gentleman from Texas was 
one of them—interposed delay to any action upon 
the demands of this people. He was opposed to 
taking up these local bills out of their order, but in 
favor of referring them to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, or Committee of 
the Whole House, and after the California bill 
was disposed of, of taking up sundry other bills in 
their order on the calendar. 

He should, therefore, as far as his vote would 
go, insist upon this bill going to the Committee of 
theWhole on the state of the Union, to take its turn 
when it should be reached; and if that motion had 
not already been made, he would make it. 

The SPEAKER stated that that question was 
already pending. 

Mr. SCHENCK said he would then move the 
previous question. 

Mr. HOWARD appealed to the gentleman to 
withdraw the demand for the previous question. 
He wanted to know what the gentleman from ©» 
meant by charging the Representatives of ‘Iv .s 
with obstructing the legislation of this House. 

Mr. SCHENCK declined to withdraw. 

The demand for the previous question was sec- 
onded, and the main‘ question was ordered—being 
first on referring the bill. d 

The question was taken and decided in the 
affirmative. 

So the bill was referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

CALIFORNIA. 

_ On motion of Mr. MORSE, the House resolved 
Itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
theUnion, (Mr. Boyp in the chair,) and resumed 
the consideration of the message of the President, 
communicating the constitution of California. 

_Mr. DISNEY, who was entitled to the floor, 
yielded for a moment to ' 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, who sent up to 
the Clerk’s table the following resolutions, which 
he gave notice of his intention to move at the 
Proper time: ‘ 

Resolved, the Committee on Territories be, and 
itny exetepany tastracted to tepertc bill to this House, ad- 





Committee at the invitation of the chair- | 


| 
| 
the committee, and Brownsville was inserted in | 





| footing with the other States composing the Confederacy, | 
| and that the provisional government, or governments that | 
| have been established in any portion of Ca ifort.ia, acquired 
| by the late treaty with the Republic of Mexico, lying on the 
| right side of the Rio Grande, and not embraced in the State 
| 


of California, be legalized in such manner as the commit- 
| tee may deem expedient, with suitable boundaries, giving 

the said provisional government, or governments, a delegate 
| or delegates to the Congress of the United States, to be ad- 
| mitted at such time, and predicated upon such popular 
| basis, as may be deemed rational and fair; and further, that 
| provision be made in said bill for the immediate retrocession 
of the District of Columbia, reserving the public buildings 
and grounds belonging to the United States; and further, 
thatsaid committee shall provide in said billa more efficient 
mode for the recapture and return of fugitive slaves to 
the slave States. 


at the earliest moment practicable. 


| The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Ten- 
| nessee must be aware that it is not competent for 
| this committee to instruct another committee. 

Mr. JOHNSON said he understood that this 
committee might report these resolutions to the 


} 
| 





ed. 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee can make 
such a recommendation. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Exactly. 
the form of a recommendation, and propose that 
|| they be laid on the table for consideration. 
he resolutions were received and laid on the 
|| table for consideration. 


‘| Mr. DISNEY resumed the floor, and addressed | 
|| the committee during his hour, in an argument | 


|| against the constitutional power of Congress to 
| pass the Wilmot proviso. [His speech will be 
found in the Appendix.] 

The CHAIRMAN then gave the floor to 

Mr. HEBARD, who yielded to a motion that 
the committee rise. 

The motion having been agreed to, the commit- 
tee rose and reported, 

And the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: 

By Mr. CHANDLER: The petition of John B. Buda and 


| many other citizens of Philadelphia, (owning and represent- 
ing the evidence of the debt of the Republic of Texas, to 
| 
| 





the amount of more than two millions of dollars, for the 


gress to pass some law for the relief of the petitioners. 

By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of O. P. Neweomb, 
Linus Tracy, and others, citizens of Mesopotamia, Trum- 
bull county, Ohio, praying Congress to establish a rate of 
postage not exceeding two cents per half ounce on all pre- 
paid letters. 

Also, the petition of A. Humiston, C. M. Barnes, and 
others, citizens of Fowler, Trumbull county, Ohio, praying 
arate of postage of two cents on all prepaid letters, for all 
distances, per half ounce. 

By Mr. GILMORE: The petition of John T. Bard and 
120 others, citizens of Butler county, Pennsylvania, for a 
mail-route from Centerville, Butler county, Pennsylvania, 
to Newcastle, Lawrence county, Pennsylvania. 

Also, the petition of John M. Dorland and 85 others, cit- 
izens of Armstrong county, Pennsylvania, praying for a 
change in the tariff laws of 1846, from ad v.lorem to specific 
duties. 

Also, the petition of Mott Wilkinson, a revolutionary sol- 
dier and pensioner, of Indiana county, Pennsylvania, for an 
increase of pension. 





Waukegan, Luke county, [}inois, for two cent postage. 

Also, a petition from the citizens of Downer’s Grove, 
Dupage county, for two cent postage. 

By Mr. ANDREWS: The remonstranee of W. W. Cook 
and 100 other citizens of Whitehall, New York, against the 
further extension of the Woodworth patent for a planing 
machine. 

By Mr. ROBINSON: The petition of Philip Barracks and 
others, praying for the abolition of the office of chaplain in 
Congress, &c. 

Also, the petition of John 8. Scoby and others, of Greens- 
burg, Indiana, praying for a reduction of postage. — 

By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: The memorial of thre 
legal representatives of the late General Robert Young, 
praying compensation for tobacco destroyed by the British 
troops in the year 1814. 

By Mr. MILLSON: The petition of H. W. King, clerk 
to the naval constructor at the Gosport navy-yard, asking 
an increase of pay. 

Also, the memorial of Myer Myers and numerous other 
merchants, ship-masters, and ship-owners, pilots, mariners, 
and other citizens, asking that Hog-Island may be selected, 
instead of Sand-Shoal, as the site of the light-houses pro- 
posed to be built under a late ion by Congress. 

Also, the memorial of A. R. Swain and many other 
masters of vessels engaged in the coasting-trade, making a 
similar prayer. 

By Mr. HOWE: The petition of Wesley Hogue and 36 
others, citizens of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, praying 
Congress to admit no State into the Union, unless the con- 


Resolved, That the committee report a bill to this House, | 
embracing the specified objects in the foregoing resolution, | 


House, with a recommendation that they be adopt- | 


I will put them in | 


By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of citizens of 


, THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


' 
| 
| 














addi- {} mitting the State of California into the Union upon an equal i| stitution of such State shall expressly prohibit the exist- 


ence of slavery within its limits. 

Also, the petition of Wesley Hogue and 34 others, citizens 
of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to abol- 
ish slavery, and the slave-trade, in all the territories of the 


| United States, by an express act of Congress. 


Also, the petition of Wesley Hogue and 36 others, citizens 
of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to pro- 


| vide by law, that whenever a person shall be ac mitted as a 


fugitive sluve, in any other State than the one in which he 
is alleged to be held to service, he shall not be delivered to 
the claimant, or his azent, except on the finding of a jury 
that he is the slave of the claimant. 

Also, the petition of Amanda Westlake and 33 other ladies 
of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress that pro- 


| Vision may be made by law, that whenever # person shail be 
|| arrested as a fugitive slave, in any other >tate than the one 


in which he is alleged to be held to service, he shall not be 
delivered up to the claimant, or his agent, except on the 
finding of a jury that be js the slave of the claimant. 

Also, the petition of Wesley Hogue and 34 others, citizens 


| of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to repeal 


all existing laws, by which slavery, or the slave-trade, is 
sanctioned in the city of Washington, or District of Co- 


| lumbia, or remove the seatof government to some more 
| Suitable location. 


By Mr. MILLER: The petition of Samuel Moody and 57 
others, citizens of the county of Ashland, Ohio, asking 
Congress to pass a law to prevent the transportation of the 
mail, and the delivery of letters, &c., on the first day of the 


| week. 


Also, the petition of Samuei Donley and 26 others, eiti- 


| zens of said county of Ashland, for the same object. 


payment of which, with interest, the faith of said Republic, | 
and the revenue from imports, were pledged,) asking Con- | 


is a peer 








i 





Also, the petition of Jesse Matthews and 32 others, citi- 
zens of said county, for the same object. 

Also, the petition of Chester C. Matthews and 38 others, 
citizens of said county, for the same object. 

Also, the petition of Jobn Robinson and 123 others, citi- 
zens of said county, for the same object. 

By Mr. CABLE, of Ohio: The petition of Hervey Hakes 
and 59 others, citizens of Columbiana, Ohio, for cheap post- 
age. 

By Mr. SWEETSER: The petition of N. C. Coffin and 
19 others, citizens of Jacksontown, Licking county, Ohio, 
for cheap postage. . 

Also, the petition of J. W. Seymour and 133 others, citi- 
zens of Hartford, Licking county, Ohio, tor cheap postage. « 

By Mr. GOODENOW : The petition of Read Washburn 
and 36 others, citizens of Livermore, in the State of Maine, 
asking that the rate of postage, on prepaid letters, be es- 
tablished at two cenis per half ounce. 

By Mr. WILMOT: A petition, signed by 59 citizens of 
Bradford county, Pennsyivania, asking that slavery and the 
slave-trade, be prohibited in the territories by positive act of 
Congress. 

By Mr. KERR: The memorial of George Thom, tieuten- 


| ant f topographical engineers, asking remuneration for a 


debt due trom the United States, 

By Mr. CONGER: The petitions of 220 citizens and 
electors of Cayuga county, New York, praying that slavery 
and the slave-trade, be expressly prohibited, by act of Con- 
gress, in all the territories of the United States. 

Also, of 238 citizens and electors of the same place, pray- 
ing that no State be hereafter admitted into the Union, un- 
less the constitution of such State, expressly prohibits the 
existence of slavery within its limits. 

By Mr. WOOD: The petition of J. McCutchen and 50 
other citizens of Wyandot county, Ohio, asking Congress 
to make an appropriation for removing obstructions to navi- 
gation at the head of the Sandusky bay, so as to render 
more easy and safe the passage of sailing vessels and steam- 
boats into the Sandusky river. 

Also, the petition of Zerah Vail and 67 other citizens of 
York, Sandusky county, Ohio, asking Congress to reduce 
the postage on newspapers to one vent, and on all prepaid 
letters to two cents, 

Also, the petition of A. Gillett and 74 other citizens of 
Wood county, Ohio, asking Congress togrant to the Gilead 
and Gilleod Plank Road Company the right of way. through 
the public lands, and iso, every alternate section through 
the same, two miles wide. 

By Mr. GOBLD: The petition of Isaac Burr and 42 other 
citizens of Meredith, in Delaware county, New York, for 
cheap postage—two cents for all letters not exceeding half 
an ounce, prepaid. 

By Mr. BRIGGS: The petition of J. G. Dunbar and 69 
other citizens of New York, praying Congress to repeal the 
act of Congress extending the patent of William Wood- 
worth from 1845 to 1°56. 

Also, the petition of 27 citizens of New York, asking 
| Congress to establish the rate of postage on letters at two 

cents prepaid for half an ounce. 


IN SENATE. 
Wenpnespay, March 13, 1850. 


Mr. DOUGLAS presented the memorial of Wit~ 
| tiam M. Gwiw and Joun C. Fremont, Senators, 
| and G. W. Waicat and Epwarp Giiserrt, Repre- 
| sentatives, of the State of California, accompanied 
| 











by a certified copy of the constitution of that State, 
and the credentials of the Senators elected by the 
Legislature thereof, requesting, in the name of the 
people of California, admission as a State into 
the Union. Ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. . 

Mr. UNDERWOOD presented a memorial of 
officers, non-commissioned officers, soldiers, and 
volunteers of the last war with Great Britain, ask- 
ing to be allowed bounty lands; which was ordered 
to lie on the table. ’ 

Mr. MILLER presented a resolution of the 

| Legislature of New Jersey, requesting the Sen- 
| ators and Representatives of that State in Con- 
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es, to use their exertions to procure a revision | 
of the tariff, and the imposition of such digcrim- 
inating duties, as will afford protection to the va- 
rious branches of American manufactures; which, 

without reading, was referred to the Committee 
on Manufactures. | 
| 





SLAVERY AND THE SLAVE-TRADE. 

Mr. SEWARD presented a petition of citizens 
of West Bloomfield, Ontario county, New York, 
eleciors of that State, asking that no State may | 
hereafter be admitted into the Union, unless the | 


constitution of such State shail expressly prohibit || 


the existence of slavefy within its limits. 

Adso, from citizens and electors of West Bloom- 
field, Ontario county, in the State of New York, 
asking, that whenever a person shal! be arrested 
as a fugitive slr ve in any State other than thac in 
which he is held to service, he shall not be de- 





livered to the master or agent, unless on the find- || 


ing of a jury. ’ 
Also, from H. C. Goodwin, and two hundred | 
and thirty-three citizens and electors of Hamilton | 


county, in the State of New York, to the same || 





effect. 

Also, from citizens of West Bloomfield, On- | 
tario county, in the same State, asking for the 
abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia, or 
for the removal of the seat of Government to some 
more suitable location. 

Also, from citizens and electors of the same 
place, against the admission of any more slave 
States into the Union. 

Also, from citizens and electors of the same 
place, for the prohibition of slavery and the slave- 
trade in the territories. 

Also, from citizens and electors of Canandaigua, 
Ontario county, New York, against the admission 
of any more slave States into the Union, unless 
their constitution expressly prohibits slavery. 

Also, from. citizens of the same place, for the 
abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia, 
or the removal of the seat of Government. 

Also, from citizens and electors of Hamilton | 
county, in the State of New York, in favor of the | 
prohibition of slavery in the territories, and | 
against the admission of any more slave States | 
into the Union. | 

| 





Those petitions relating to the territories, he 
moved be referred to the Committee on Territo- 
ries, and those relating to the trial by jury, he 
sup nosed would lie on the table. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the reception and reference. 

Mr. YULEE. I move to lay the question 





reception on the table. 

Mr. SEWARD. On that I call for the yeas 
and nays: 

Mr. HALE. In the present state of the ques- 
tion, injustice may be inadvertently done to some 
of these petitioners; I therefore call for a division 
of the question. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Will the Senator 
from New York present his petitions one at a 
time? 

Mr. SEWARD. Certainly, sir. I present the 

etition of citizens and electors of the State of 

ew York, residing in Hamilton, in the county 
of Madison, praying for the estabiishment and 
protection of freedom in the territories, and 
against the admission of more slave States into 
the Union. 
rng HALE. Let us have the question on 
thet. 

Mr. SEWARD. On thatI ask for the yeas 
and nays. ~ 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BADGER. I desire to know what is the 
subject-matter on which we are to vote? 

he VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
New York presents a petition for the prohibition of 
slavery in the territories, and against the admis- 
sion of more slave States into the Union. 

Mr. HALE. Let the petition be read. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I object. 

The VICE PRESIDE T. Objection being 
made, it must be decided by the Senate. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. My objection is 
to the reception. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the reading of the petition, 

Mr DAVIS, of Mississippi. It certainly can- 
not be read until it is received. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair is of 
opinion that the petition may be read. 


Sati} Clie 
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| The Secretary then read the petition as follows: 
“ Petition for the establishment and protection of freedom 
| in the territories of the United States, and against the ad- 
| mission of more slave States into the Union. 
| To the, Congress o the United States : 
| The undersigned, citizens and electors of the State of 
New York, residing in Hamilton, in the county of Madison, 
| respectfully pray, that slavery and the slave-trade may be 
| expressly prohibited by act of Congress, in all the territories 
| of the United States; and that no State shall hereafter be ad- 
mitted into the Union, unless its constitution shall expressly 
prohibit the introduction or existence of slavery within its 
| limits. 
6 Hamitton, March, 1850.” 


} 

| 

| The VICE PRESIDENT. The question now 
| is, on the motion to lay the question of reception on 
| the table, and on this, the yeas and nays have been 
| ordered. 

| The yeas and nays were taken, and were as 
| follow: 


i 
j 


| YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, 
| Davis of Mississippi, Dawson, Dickinson, Foote, Hunter, 
| King, Mason, Pratt, Rusk, Sturgeon, and Yulee—15. 

| NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Chase, Clay, Corwin, 
| Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, Dodge of Iowa, Dodge 
of Wisconsin, Douglas, Feich, Hale, Hamlin, Jones, Miller, 


| Phelps, Seward, Smith,” Underwood, Upham, Wales, and | 


Webster—22. 
! 
| So the question of reception was not laid on the 
table. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question re- 
| curs on the motion to receive. m 
The motion was agreed to, and the petition was 


|| received and referred to the Committee on the 


| Territories. 
Mr. SEWARD then presented the three other 
| petitions of a similar character. 

| Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, objected to their 
reception. 

The VICE PRESIDENT put the question to 
receive, and it was agreed to by a majority of 18 
to 13. 

These petitions were then severally referred to 
| the Committee on the Territories. 
| Mr. SEWARD next presented the petition 

praying for the abolition it dntaty and the slave- 
trade in the District of Columbia, or for the re- 
moval of the seat of Government to a more suita- 
ble location. 

Mr. BUTLER. 


I take occasion to say that 1 
| have always voted in conformity with what I 
| thought heretofore to be the usage of the Senate 
| on this subject, because this putting several sub- 
| jects together into one petition, with a view to in- 
troduce one because the others might be intro- 
| duced, is, in my opinion, a mere evasion of the 
| rule of the Senate; but | give notice now, that, as 

the rule has been broken down, by which we have 


Benton, Butler, Clemens, | 





March ] 





—— 


’ 
— 


1 object of enforcing that parliamentary 
| put an end, if possible, to the agitati 
|| exciting questions, which was only 
| produce bad feeling, and array one section of th 
, Union against another; for, if this agitation ep id 
| be avoided, it was desirable that it should be Th 
| Senate agreed, with one or two exceptions, th . 
this would be the proper and discreet course fos 
|| the Senate of the United States to pursue. |; ion 
|warried outin good faith. These petitions, Sierehs 
|| leading to agitation, and to no practical good 
|| praying for what nine tenths of the Senate {,’ 
|| lieved they had no constitutional right to bestow. 


i 
A change, 


rule was, to 
ON Of these 
Caleulated to 


\| were laid on the table without debate, 
| however, has taken place, and a great change 
|| At that time, there were not more than two o; 
|| three individuals who arrayed themselves in Oppo- 
‘| sition to the rule which was then enforced, anj 
| memorials ceased to come here. Why? Because 
|| they could not get up discussion—because they 
|| could not get up that excitement in which the {,. 
' naties of the North so much delifht. 

| They then went to the House of Represents. 
_ tives with their memorials; and why did they go 
|| there? Because there was a rule im the House 
| against their reception, and I think an unfortunate 
|rale. I think if the parliamentary law had been 
| enforced, it would have been much better than the 
|| adoption of the rule. But the rule was adopted: 
‘| and what was the consequence? They changed 
| their tactics. The agitation was not for the recep- 
|| tion of petitions of this kind, but for * the right of 
| petition,” and the right of petition carried away 
| hundreds and thousands of well-meaning men, 
| who did not understand the nature of the decisioy 
_made in regard to thet abolition petitions. Be. 
|| lieving, as they honestly did, that the right of pe- 
|| tition was invaded, they acted with the Abolition. 
|| ists in this matter, and, continuing to act with 
|| them, they have, by a very easy transition, be. 
|| come Abolitionists themselves.. A change, | re- 
* peat, has taken place. The Senate of the United 
| States will no longer engeavor to put down this 
|| excitement—it is to go on. For one, | entirely 
i| agree with the honorable Senator from South Car. 
| olina; I will never, henceforth, oppose any petition, 
|| let it come from what party it may, or be of what 
|| character it may, even if it should be a petition for 
| the dissolution of the Union—like the one which 
|| was presented the other day by the Senator from 
|| New Hampshire. If it pleases the majority of 
|| this body to receive petitions of this kind, no ob- 
|| jection shall be raised by me. { now despair of 
|| ever getting clear of this agitation upon subjects 


|| that no man, who is not a miserable fanatic, will 


endeavored to prevent the unnecessary agitation of || undertake to say that they have a right to petition 


| these subjects, that they may bring in as many 
petitions as they please upon all subjects, and I 
| will never again raise my voice against it. 
| Mr. BADGER. I desire to say a word on this 
| Matter. I do not agree with the honorable Sena- 
| tor from South Carolina, that we have broken down 
| any rule. 
| the reception of the petition on the table, not with 
the view of defeating the established rule of the 
Senate, but with a desire to conform to it. But 
we have questions before us with regard to pro- 
| visional governments for territories, and questions 
before us with regard to the admission of States; 
and these petitions come here praying Congress to 
adopt a certain course of legislation with regard to 
+ these States and territories. Now, though I tota]- 
ly tlisagree with the objects of the petitioners, 
I think it is a proper and legitimate subject on 
which they are at liberty to make known their 
wishes. 

While I am up, I will take occasion to say, that, 
believing, as I do believe, that we have no consti- 
tutional power over one Of the subjects embraced 
in one of these petitions, I shall myself object to 
its reception. 

A Senator. What is it? 

Mr. BADGER. A petition for the removal of 
the seat of Government. 

Mr. SEWARD. On that, then, I call for the 
yeas and nays. 

Mr. KING. Some years since, after having 
discussed, session after session, the propriety of 
receiving petitions of this description, the Chair 
decided that, according to ee usage 
and parliamentary law, the question should be put 
on the reception of every paper, whether itshould 
be received or not, if it was known to that officer 
that any objection existed to its reception. The 





I voted against laying the question of 


| upon; for they ask us to do what the Constitution 
| forbids us to do, and what the organic laws do 
|; notallow. For myself, | have done. 

|| Mr. FOOTE. I! simply rise for the purpose of 
| moving that this subject be laid upon the table for 
| the present, in order that the Senate may now 
proceed to the consideration of the order of the 
|| day. 

1 Mr. MANGUM. Let it be decided—let it be 
|| decided. 

| Mr. FOOTE. I have no objection, provided the 
|| discussion terminates at half-past twelve o’clock, 
the time for proceeding with the special order. 

Mr. MANGUM. Let it be decided; nobody 
|| wants to discuss it. 

Mr. BADGER, (to Mr. Foor.) Move to lay 
it on the table till to-morrow. I wantto say 4 
word or two upon the subject. 
|} Mr. HALE. Let it be laid upon the table till 
to-morrow. 

Mr.SEWARD. I consent that it shall lie upon 

the table till to-morrow. 
| Mr. DICKINSON. I object to its lying wpon 
the table until to-morrow., { want it decided now. 
Mr. FOOTE. Will my honorable friend bear 
with me one moment? I understand that the 
honorable Senator from North Carolina wishes to 
be heard on this subject, as, well as several other 
ee and the hour for taking up my mouon 

as already arrived. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I understand all that, but 
there are more petitions of the same sort where 
this come from, on which my friend from North 
Carolina and the other gentlemen can be heard. | 
have a number of oh: ye to present on bills from 
the other House, and there are other Senators in 
the same position with their reports, bat nothing 











can be brought in during the morning hour, because 
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“f abolition petitions of some shade or another. | 


the petition will be disposed of. 
Mir. FOOTE. i | 
this, that when the hour arrives for taking upa 


qoecial order, itis the duty of the Chair to call up | 


hat order, no matter” what may be before the 


Senate. 
“The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is, | 
shall this petition be laid upon the table until to- 


morrow ? : 

Mr. SEWARD. I would suggest that if I vote 
on that motion, I shall be liable to misconstruc- | 
ion. 1am willing that it shall lie upon the table | 
{ill to-morrow, informally. 


Mr. DICKINSON. I move to lay it on the | 


table peremptorily. I wish to dispose of it at 


€. . 
tr. SEWARD. Then I demand the yeas and | 
8. | 
mh Senator. I hope not. 
The yeas and nays were not ordered. 
The question was then taken on the motion to | 
lie on the table, and there were for the motion 24, 
against it 7. ” | 
"go the petition was laid on the table. 


! 
SLAVERY-——-SELECT COMMITTEE. | 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The time having | 
arrived for the special order of the day, the Senate | 
will now proceed to the consideration of the reso- | 
lations of the Senator from Tennessee, which the | 
Senator from Mississippi has moved to refer to a | 
select committee of thirteen. 


tions which are to be referred. 
Mr. FOOTE. I did specify them in my motion. 


recollect that the resolutions of the Senator from 
Tennessee were under consideration when the mo- 
tion was made by the Senator from Mississippi to | 
refer them. 

Mr. BALDWIN. I desire to offer an amend- | 
ment, as follows: 

“Except the sixth resolution, which is referred to the | 
Committee on Territories, with instructions to report a bill | 
in conformity with said resolution.’ 

The sixth resolutionjis in these words: 


Resolved, That the constitution recently formed by the | 
people of the western portion of California, and presented | 
tw Congress by the President, on the 13th day of Februaryy 
1850, be accepted, and that they be admitted into the Union | 
as a State upon an equal footing in all respects with the ori- 
ginal States. 

Mr. BENTON. Will the Senator from Con- 
necticut yield the floor for one moment? 

Mr. BALDWIN. [I will. 

Mr. BENTON. My mind has been directed to 
the same point as that referred to by the Senator | 
from Connecticut. 1 was for proposing an amend- 


ment in the same terms, but I afterward thought, || guished the Senator from Tennessee, (Mr. Bex.] 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


I raise a point of order, and itis | 


j 


|| only course of proceeding efficiently—is to keep | deserves the gratitude of the country for this noble 


} 


i 
i 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


|| country, the extent of the territory, and whatsoever | 
|| else may appropriately belong to the question i 


| 
| 


’ | cisely with what was said by the distinguished || 
Mr. BERRIEN. As I understand the resolu- || Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Cray.] I shall 


tion now presented on the motion of the Senator | vote for the reference. 
from Mississippi, it does not specify the resolu- || any proposition that had the appearance of bring- | 


| 


|| If that vote contained any indication of the feel- 
|| ing in this chamber, with regard to the committee 


| 


| go on, as though this question had not been sub- | 


ne 


nified that I should take an opportunity, as early || country; and from the zeal, and energy, and abil- 
as might be convenient, consistently with the ity, with which he has long advocated the cause of 
rights of others, to say what I had to say on the | the South, he has almost rendered himself the rep- 
subject immediately embraced by the resolution || resentative of southern opinions, When, in the 
of the chairman of the Committee on the Territo- | name of that section of country, he advanced 














‘| ries, [Mr. Doveras,} and the amendment pro- | claims which, ifepersisted in, would have pre- 


posed to it by the honorable member from Mis- || sented insurmountable obstacles to the amicable 


| souri, (Mr. Benton.} Upon the direct subject of || adjustment of these difficilties, the Senator from 
|| the admission. of California, under the circum- | Missi 

_ stances, 1 have not a particle of doubt. I am || ments thusadvanced. He came as amessenger of 
| clear in the opinion, that the true course—and the || peace, to pour oil upon the troubled waters. 


ississippi came forward to disavow the senti- 


He 


that measure separate; and | am prepared to vote |, effort. 1 must confess, my own impressions agreed 
for the admission of California exactly as she pre- | with the impressions of the honorable Senator 
sents herself, with her boundaries precisely as | from Mississippi. I thought the speech of the 


_they are; and | hope, ina very short course of || Senator from South Carolina was calculated to 


observations addressed to thé Senate, to show, 
that if the question were now here before us, and 
we were ourselves to prescribe boundaries for Cal- 
ifornia, we could not make any boundaries for 
that State better than are provided for by her 
own constitution. In order to make out this, | 
propose to say something upon the nature of the | 


'| produce most unfavorable results. 
|| I listened, Mr. President, with great regret, to 
|| the speech of the distinguished Senator from South 
| Carolina, [Mr. Catnoun.] I am not going to 
'| criticise it—my great respect for that gentleman 
| will prevent me from doing so, 1 will merély say, 
| that there was a strange collection of facts, as well 
as a strange collocation of them, and that these 
were followed by strange conclusions. I think, 
Mr. President, | may say, and | imagine this 
feeling is general in the Senate, thata sombre hue 
vervaded his whole speech, in consequence of its 
veing prepared in the recesses of a sick chamber. 
Had he been able to walk abroad in the light of 
| heaven, and felt the breezes blowing upon him, f 
|,;am sure his remarks would not have been as 
gloomy, nor the results as desponding. We have 
all felt this, sir, and know how to sympathize 
with him. 
I repeat, that I am not going to criticise the 
| speech of the honorable Senator; but there was 


of the boundaries of States.in that quarter of the | 
world. In short, I incline to think it expedient— | 
quite expedient—to proceed in that course of le- | 
— which the President has suggested, in 
is message transmitting the constitution of Cali- 
fornia. 
Mr. CASS. On this subject, sir, I agree pre- 


I should vote for almost || 


ing this country into harmony upon this perplex- 


n- || ing question—almost any proposition that may be || one expression, | remember, which grated harshly 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator will || submitted, that has even the a 


ppearance of sucha || upon my ear. He denominated Washington the 
result. I do not see any possible objection to this 1 illustrious southerner! Not the renowned warrior 
course. It commits no one. It is simply an in- || —not the eminent statesman—not the distinguished 
struction to a committee to inquire into what can 1 citizen—not the great American—not the beloved 
be done. \| Virginian—but the illustrious southerner! Our 
It does not suspend the operation of the Senate || Washington—the Washington of our whole coun- 
at all. Its discussions, its debates, its votes, will | try—receives in this Senate the epithet of “south- 
erner,’’ as if the glory of his name and fame could 
mitted to a committee. It is one chance more for || be divided or assigned to a single section of his 
terminating this fearful controversy. I agree, too, || beloved country—as if that great man, whose dis- 
with the Senator from Kentucky, in that my hopes || tinguished characteristic was his attachment to his 
are not strong as to.any favorable result to grow || country, and his whole country, who was so well 
out of this committee. The chances have been || known, and who, more than any one, deprecated 
much diminished by the vote taken on yesterday. || all sectional feeling and all sectional action—loved 
| Georgia better than he loved New Hampshire, 
because he happened to be born on the southern 
itself, and the benefit to result from it, Lam sorry to |; bank of the Potomac. I repeat, sir, that I heard 
say, that I can anticipate very little good from the |; with great pain, that expression from the distin- 
proposition of the Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. |, guished Senator from South Carolina, 
Foore,} relative to the resolutions prepared with |} 1 heard the disavowal of the honorable Senator 
great care, and submitted with great good sense and || from Mississippi [Mr. Foor] with the more grat- 





excellent good feeling such as have always distin- || ification, because it was followed by an explana- 


tion from the distinguished Senator from South 


for the purpose of making all sure, and of keeping || For myself, | am not prepared to my whatmy views || Carolina, [Mr. Catnoun,] which, though it did 


the question of the admission of California wholly || will be upon this whole matter. 
unmixed with everything that is going on here, in || formed. 3 
connection with the subject of slavery, it would be || one hope the more, and is, therefore, well worthy | 


preferable to offer the amendment in this shape: 


“Bnt nothing in this resolution shall be construed to 
authorize the said committee to take into consideration any- | 
thing which relates to the admission of the State of Califor- 
bia into the Union.” 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Will the Senator | 
from Connectieut accept that amendment ? 

Mr. BALDWIN. accept it, sir. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution of 
the Senator from Connecticut is'modified as fol- 
ows—— 


Mr. CASS. Mr. President—— 





|| has said, that a doubt has been suggested with || 


Mr. WEBSTER. Will ithe member from || 


Michigan a me to say a word or two? 
Mr. CASS. | Certainly. 
Mr. WEBSTER. The distinguished member 
from Michigan (Mr. Cass] is kind enough to al- 
ow me an Opportunity of saying, that | have no 
desire to oppose this resolution of the honorable 
member from Mississippi, if anybody thinks it 
necessary, or would be useful. t, from what 1 
have seen, sir, and from what we have: all seen 
and heard, within the last month,*my own 
Suasion is, that no benefityis likely to arise from 
any attempt to = nite a@ series 0 
the settlement of all the questions now in agita- 
tion. Esee no hope’ that such a series of resolu- 


tions would © the two Houses of. or 
At the close df my remarky on Thursday, I sig- 


resolutions for 


| 


| 


| proved himself true to his own section of the 


} 





hey are not yet || not remove my apprehensions, certainly dimin- 
I say, merely, that this course holds out || ished them. If the impression which I, as well as 
many others, received, respecting the nature of 
of adoption. So far as respects the proposition || these propositions, was correct, the handwriting 
connected with Texas, 1 am myself prepared to || upon the Wall, ‘‘God hath numbered thy king- 
consider it in a spirit of fairness and liberality. || dom and firfished it,”” announced with no more 
The honorable Senator from Tennessee [Mr. Bett] | certainty to the wondering King of Babylon the 
destruction of his empire, and the termination of 
his life, than would these propositions—if the con- 
tinuance of our Union depended upon their adop- 
guaranties. I believed that that gentleman was || tion—have announced that, “God hath numbered 
wholly in error. I am sorry to find, from various |} our Republic and finished it.” To what new 
indications here, that he was not. For myself, ||, Medes and Persians we should have ‘been deliv- 
without going into the great question atall, 1 am || ered,is known only to Him who holds in his hands 
prepared to say, that as long as I have a vote to || the fate of nations. 

give, I will faithfully carry out the spirit of the We have been three months here, and what have 





respect to the disposition of this Senate, and per- 
haps of the country, to carry into effect the Texas 


| articles of annexation; and I will not look behind li we done? Nothing. We have not passed a single 


their guaranties. I will abide by them, and 1 am | law of the least national im 


rtance. We have 
prepared at ajl times to say so. 


occupied the whole time by the discussion of this 
question, and no practical result has been attain- 
| ed; and present appearances do not indicate that 
| such a result is near. But, though we have done 
nothing, we have ascertained that some things can- 


But however this proposition may terminate, I 
think the country is under lasting obligation to the 
Senator from Mississippi for his efforts to ter- 
minate the existing difficulties. While he has I : 
not bedone. We have ascertained (I think I may 
say with certainty) that no Wilmot proviso can be 
d through this Co . That measure is 
ead. It is the latest, and I hope it is the last, at- 
tempt that will be made to interfere with the right 
of self-government within the limits of this Repub- 
lic. I think we may also say, that no Missouri 
compromise line can pass, and that no one expects 
or desires that it should 


country, he has proved himself true to the whole 
country. Hehas stood up manfully for the rights 
of the South, but he has stood up, also, for the 
obligations of the Constitution. And I mustsay, 
-too, that I have seldom seen an instance of greater 
moral courage than has been displayed b 
The distinguished Senator from South 


him. 
olina 
occupies, we all know, a high position in the 


pasa. 
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Mr. President, what was the compromise line? 
Allow me to read the law which established it : 

« Sec. 8, nd he it further enacted, That in all that ter- 
ritory ceted by France to the United States, under the 
name of Louisiana, which lies north of thirty-six degrees 


and thirty minutes north latitude, not included within the | 


limite of the State contemplated by this act, slavery and 
involuntary servitude, otherwise than in the punishment of 


crimes, whereof the parties shall have been duly convicted, | 


shall he, and is hereby, forever prohibited.” 

Now, sir, what is that provision? It is inter- 
vention north of the line of 36° 30’, and non-in- 
tervention south of that line. Why, sir, there is 
not one southern Senator on this floor, and not 


one southern member of the other house, nor in- || 


deed a southern man who understands the subject, 
who would accept that line as a proper settlement 
of this question. 

Mr. FOOTE, (in his seat.) I would not. 

Mr. CASS. Why, sir, the whole doctrine of 
equal rights and of non-intervention is taken away 
by itat once. Why, sir, putting out of view the 
constitutional objections to such an arrangement, 
it gives the South nothing, while it prohibits the 
people north of 36° 30’ from exercising their own 
will upon the subject. The true doctrine of non- 
intervention leaves the whole question to the peo- 
ple, and does not divide their right of decision by 
a parallel of latitude. If they choose to have sla- 
very north of that line, they can have it. 

Nir. CALHOUN, (in his seat.) We are very 
competent to judge of that matter ourselves. 

Mr. CASS. Is there a Senator on this floor 
who would accept of a proposition to apply the 
principle of non-intervention to a part of the terri- 
tory, leaving to the people of the other portion to 
du as they please? No, sir; there is not a south- 
ern Senator here who would vote for it. I will 
tell you, what would be voted for, has already 
been announced—a law declaratory, mandatory, 
or permissory, for the establishment of slavery 
south of the line of 36° 30’. The distinguished 
Senator from South Carolina might be willing to 
accept a declaration that slavery does now exist, 
or that it shall exist, or may exist, south of a cer- 


tain line; but I take it for granted that no Senator | 
from the South would be willing to abandon the | 


ground of non-intervention, without some provision 
like that. 
Mr. FOOTE. Permit me freely to say, that I 


would no sooner vote for a southern Wilmot pro- | 


viso than | would for a northern one. I rely, and 
am content to rely, upon the Constitution. [| was | 
not convinced by the argument of the Senator | 
from South Carolina, of the necessity, or expedi- | 
ency of going further than that. I rely with en- 
tire confidence, upon our rights under the Consti- 
tution, and the treaty by which the territories 
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without unnecessary delay, and to pass it in such | 
| form as would be acceptable to a majority of this | 


body. That isa point upon which the South feels 
|| most acutely, and in regard to which it has the 
|| most serious cause of complaint. I have heard but 
| one man in this body deny the existence of this 
|| evil, or the justice and necessity of providing an 
adequate remedy. 

The act of 1793 provided that the State magis- 


| trates in the various cities and counties of the | 


Union should carry that law into effect. This 


| these officers will not now act, and consequently 


ij an amendment. 


1, for one, am willing to take up 
the subje@t, and 


rovide the necessary means of 


effect. 
best effect upon the South at this time. 
|| be a pledge of our sincerity, and of our desire to 
|| do justice to that great section of our common 
| country. 
| 





| of the Constitution for the recapture of fugitive | 
That, sir, is a very strange view of the | 


| 
|| was immoral to carry into effect the provision 
| 


| slaves. 
'| duties of a Senator in this body. No man should 
] come here who believes that ours is an immoral 
| Constitution; no man should come here, and, by 
|| the solemn sanction of an oath, promise to sup- 
|| port an immoral Constitution. No man is com- 
pelled to take an oath to support it. He may live 
|| in this country, and believe what he chooses with 
'| regard to the Constitution; but he has no right, 
‘(| as an honest man, to seek office, and obtain it, 
|| and then talk about its being so immoral that he 
|| cannot fulfill its obligations. It is the duty of 
|| every man, who has sworn to support the Consti- 
tution, fairly to carry its provisions into effect; and 
no man can stand up before his fellow-citizens and 
maintain any other doctrine, whatever reasons he 
| may urge in his vindication. 

| In one of the moat disingenuous portions of the 
| — of the honorable Senator from New York, 
E 


r. Sewarp|—which itself was one of the most 
isingenuous I have ever heard—he speaks of 


in a party of the free States,’ and he says he 


‘* bears witness to its fidelity to the interests of 
slavery.” 

Now, I ask the Senator froni New York, if he 
believes there is a man in this Senate from the 
North, whose course is influenced by his fidelity 
to slavery; and if he does, what right he has to 





were acquired. I ask for no legislation upon the 
subject, but simply that the whole matter be let 
alone. I ask nothing but the doctrine of non- | 
intervention. 
Mr. CASS. Mr. President, I will not argue | 
this point. I was about to say, that what the law | 
is, is a question for the decision of the judiciary; | 
but what the law shall be, belongs ip the legis- | 
lative department to declare. If we haye the power | 
to pass a law declaring the existence of slavery, | 
which is to be attended with any practical reah, 
we necessarily possess jurisdiction over the whole | 
subject-matter. We have the same power to pass 
a mandatory law, commanding the existence of | 
slavery, as a declaratory one, recognizing its exist- | 
ence. And | will appeal to every Senator, north- | 
ern or southern, eastern or western, if there is 


any an may say, possibility—of sucha 


law passing this Congress? No one asks it—no 
one expects it, The Missouri compromise line is, 
therefore, as much out of the question as the 
Wilmot proviso, The factis, Mr, President, it is 
not any way applicable to the existing state of 
things, though it was applicable to the country 
when it was established, Recaites slavery was then 
an existing institution, and it was left in force 
south of 36° 30’. Insuperable objections, there- 
fore, exist to such an arrangement, where the con- 
dition of the country is entirely changed. 
Weill, then, Mr. Presidént, if these things are 
impossible—if they cannot be done—it remains to 
gs «Py what it is in our power to do. 

own opinion is, sir, that we should take up 
the bill for the recapture of fugitive slaves, reported 
by the Judiciary Committee. I am disposed to 
suspend all our discussions, and to lay aside al! 
other business, with a view to act upon that bill, 


|| Mr. Jefferson. 





cast odium upon gentlemen who are associated 


|| with him in the high duties which belong to his 


position? 

Mr. SEWARD. The Senator addresses a ques- 
tion to me, and I rise for no other purpose than to 
answer it. I think it was Mr. Jeflerson who said 
that the natural ally of slavery in the South, was 
the Democracy of the North. 

A Senator. It was Mr. Buchanan. 

Mr.SEWARD. I have heard it attributed to 
However this may be, I believe 

it. I assail the motives of no Senator. 1 am not 
to be drawn into personal altercations by any in- 
terrogatories addressed tome. I acknowledge the 

triotism, the wisdom, the purity of every mem- 

hee of thisbody. I never have assailed the motives 

of honorable Senators in any instance, I never shall. 

When my own are assailed, | stand upon my own 

| position. My life and acts must speak for me. 1 
shall not be my own defender or advocate. 

Mr. FOOTE. Do I understand the* Senator 
from New York as saying Mr. Jefferson asserted 
that the northern Democracy was the natural ally 
of slavery? He never said such a word. 

Mr. CASS. I will not touch upon that ques- 
tion; but I willask the Senator from New York in 
relation to another point—and that is, if he meant 
it in the sense which Mr. Jefferson, or whoever 
| may have used it, intended? The one was in- 
| tended as a commendation for their attachment to 
| constitutional principles—the other as a slur upon 





} 


} 


ja t party. 

I Mr. SEWARD. I answer promptly and freely: 
'| Thad no purpose of casting reproach upon, or of 
'| reflecting upon, any member of this body, or upon 
|| any person anywhere. The remark had no such 
|| connection. I ask leave now to say, that such as 


provision has been since rendered nugatory, as | 


|| the judges of the United States alone have juris- | 
\| diction over the subject. They are not enough | 
|| for that purpose, and the law, therefore, requires || 


|| earrying the provision of the Constitution into full || 
Such a procedure would have the very || 
It would | 


If I understood the Senator from New York, | 
{Mr. Sewarp,]} he intimated his belief that it | 


‘* slavery having a reliable and accommodating ally | 
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I described, is, in my view, the political : 
tion of the parties of this deniitees| that one — 
the support, the toleration (given honestly, oan 
| from patriotic motives, I admit) of the part t 
which I referred; and that its alliance with slate” 
_ constitutes its tower of strength. On the other 
hand, the party to which I belong, is a party which 
is more distinctly identified with the progress of 
_ the sentiment of freedom or emancipation and 
therefore it is weaker in its alliances with the South 
I again disavow, as I always shall, any reflections 
upon the conduct of Senators here. I know the 
motives which govern me. I have no reason wg 
question—I never do question—the motives of 
others with whom I am associated. 

Mr. DAWSON, (interposing.) Will the Sena. 
tor permit me to inquire if I understood him to 
| say this: that these were the sentiments of the 
party to which he belongs? I want to know if he 
claims to belong to the Whig party? (Laughter.) 
If hedoes, it will be known to every true Whig that 
I do not belong to his party; and | hope that when 
| he speaks for the party to which he belongs, he 
| will not put under his banner the Whig party of 
the United States, the conservative party of this 
country, together with the Democratic party, 
'| which I admit to be conservative too. 
| Mr. SEWARD. [I will not detain the honora- 
ble Senator from Michigan with categorical re. 
| ope to my friend from Georgia, [Mr. Dawsoy,} 
| pretend to speak no man’s sentiments, and for 
‘| no man but myself. I am a citizen of the United 
| States. My duty is to promote the welfare, in- 
|| terest, and happiness of the people of the United 
| States; and I hold, that Ican do so in no effectual 
|| way by going alone and independent. That is 
'| always the error of schismatics. Therefore, in 
|| the discharge of my duty, I ally myself to sucha 
| party as I find most approximate to the principles 
|, and sentiments that I entertain. I wiil do the 
|| Whig party the justice or the injustice to say, that 
| | have been a member of it all my active life; and 
| E will do it the great disservice to say, that no 
|| matter what may happen, and who may put me 
| under the ban, | shall be the last to leave it, how- 
| ever individuals may disown me or the principles | 
| maintain. I shall adhere to it, because I think, of 
|| the two great parties it is the most devoted to the 
| cause of freedom and emancipation. I will, how- 

ever, do the Whig party the justice, if it be such, 
to say that these sentiments of mine upon that 
point, are not in accordance with the sentiments of 
| that party throughout the whole country—that | 
do not profess to speak for it, but for myself alone. 
| I have, however, great hopes that the Whig party, 





and the party claiming to be the party of progress, 


to which I refer, and ultimately all parties, will 
come to precisely the same conclusions which are 
the guide and governing principles of my own 
conduct. 

Mr. CASS, (resuming.) I was going to remark 
that, with respect to the creed of the Whig party, 
or the orthodoxy of the Senator from New York, 
it is a matter with which I have no concern; but 
with respect to progress, I have something to say. 
My progress is within the Constitution. My age 
of progress is circumscribed there. If the Senator 
from New York is going out of it, I do not believe 
in his progress at all. No, sir! My object is to 
support the Constitution which, under God, is the 
source of our prosperity and happiness. - | 

Mr. SEWARD, (in his seat.) That is mine. 

Mr. CASS. The Senator from New York says, 
that also is his object. If it is, 1 think he has 
very strange way of showing it, by pronouncing 

| it immoral, and denying the validity of its obliga- 
| tions. It would last scarcely a day, if that Sena- 
| tor, with this avowed principle of action, had the 
| direction of the Government. I do not say that Jt 
| would be dissolved immediately, but the seeds of 
| dissolution would be sown, and would ripen into 
a harvest of misfortune as speedily as the rankest 
v tion gains maturity under a tropical sun. 
he honorable Senator from Illinois [Mr. Dove 
Las] has the floor to-day, and I do not wish to in- 
terfere with that arrangement. I have not cor 
cluded my remarks, and I would move to postpone 
| the further consideration of this subject until to 
morrow, at half- twelve o’clock. 

Mr. CALHOUN. I bave a few words to ssy 
in reply to the observations of the Senator from 

| Michigan, and, as 


| out with his remarks. I regret very mu 





it is in reference to a point of 
| some importance, I desire that what I say shall € 
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_ ton as the illustrious Southerner. 
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state of my health does not permit me to enter 
fully into the argument, and that [ shall be under 
the necessity of economizing my words, as well as 
mv strength. 
‘Mr. President, the Senator could not have 


heard me with more regret, make the declaration | 





this morning make the declaration which he has 
nade. Sir, the Senator and myself have two dis- 
tinct and different conceptions as to the mode of 
saving this Union. His whole course has been a 
course Of palliatives. “And, sir, of all courses, 
that is far the worst. “Why, sir, you might as 
well treat a cancer, that is about striking into a 
vital part, with palliatives, as to treat this question 
with palliatives. No, sir! my idea has been from 
the first, that it was a disease that would be fatal 
if not finally arrested; and I have acted upon that 
impression. if | am wrong, it is because the im- 
pression is wrong; and in order to arrest it, it is 
necessary at every stage of it, to undersyand the 
real causes and progress of the disease, and the 
causes by which it endangers the Union. In my 
late speech, which the Senator has heard with 
such profound regret—and I am amazed that my 
meaning should be so utterly misunderstood by 
thé honorable Senator from Michigan—I stated 
simply, and in as few words as 1 could, what 
would certainly, according to my judgment, save 
the Union, promote conciliation, and restore har- 
mony and good feeling throughout all sections of 
the Union. That was the amount of what I said. 
Now, I ask, can the Senator believe that the South 
is safe, while one portion of the community hold 
entire possession of the power of the Government, 
to wield it for their own benefit, in any manner 
they please, and while they see fit to interfere be- 
tween the two sections of the Union? Can any 
man believe that the South is safe while this state 
of things exists? No man can say that he be- 
lieves it. I do not, at least; and, therefore, all the 
wonder of the honorable Senator upon that point 
may cease. But the Senator says, it is impossible 
tocomply with the requisition of giving us a new 
constitutional guaranty. Well, that very decla- 
ration goes to show 

Mr. CASS. .The honorable Senator entirely 
mistakes. I certainly did not say anything of the 


kind. 

Mr. CALHOUN. I said, in my remarks the 
other day, that such amendment in the Constitu- 
tion must be made as would give to the South 

Mr. CASS. The Senater will pardon me, I 
have not alladed to the subject of an amendment 
to the Constitution. I was coming to it, however, 
and should have spoken of it before concluding 
my remarks. I should prefer, therefore, that the 
distinguished Senator from South Carolina should 
hear me before he undertakes to reply. 

Mr. CALHOUN. I understood the argument 
of the Senator as leading to that. 

Mr. CASS. I hope the honorable Senator will 
defer his remarks until to-morrow morning. 

Mr. CALHOUN. 1 do not know that an op- 
Rowe will then be afforded me of saying what 

desire to say upon this point. The Senator 
says that new guaranties cannot be given by 
amendments to be made in the Constitution. Sir, 
l insist that that is the legal and constitutional 
mode—it is the mode pointed out by the Constitu- 








io which he has alluded, than I have heard him || assailed. 





tion itself. , Why, who ever before heard of such 
& suggestion as, that to amend the Constitution 
would be treason? It shows a state of feeling 
existing in the mind of the Senator which, in my 
opinion, is inconsistent with judicious action. 

| intended to branch off here, and to show, that 
the distinguished Senator, if this Union is ever to 
be dissolved, will have contributed his full share 
to its dissolution; that the very entanglement we 
are now in, originated in the last Presidential elec- 
tion, and, as [ think | have demonstrated, origin- 
on in a —naeen a the Constitution, and in a 
Violation a isregard of the sovereignty of the 
States. Whenever the Senator chooses to go into 
* discuesion upon this point, I am ready to meet 

im. 


Mr. President, I must necessarily abbreviate 
an meee say. ; Be simmprenes | ponies 
eard me with painfa ings designate Washi 

Why, the Sen. 

ator ought to remember, that every effort has been 
made to take Washington out of our hands; but it 
seems that the morality of the present time is, that 
the assailant is perfectly innocent, and the assailed 
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the only guilty party. Yes, sir! it was endeavored 

to take him out of our hands; and we are to be 
| stigmatized as disunionists, and his m his 
| farewell address—to be quoted against us, while I 
venture to assert, that the greater part of that mes- 
sage bears directly upon the assailants, and not the 
It was to meet this, that I reminded the 
Senate and the world—and rightly reminded them 
—that Washington was an illustrious Southerner; 
he was not the less an illustrious American; but I 
must say, that the whole proceeding here, for the 
last fifteen years, has been such that, if carried out 
and consummated, as it will be, unless some defi- 
nite understanding is arrived at, the end of the 
whole will be the holding up of Washington as a 
miserable slaveholder. I do not insinuate that 
Washington should be regarded exclusively as a 
southern man; | only say, we have a rightto claim 
him as an illustrious Southerner, for he was a 
southern man—a southern planter—and we do not 





intend that he shall be taken out of our hands. 

Mr. President, with these remarks, | will con- 

| tent myself for the present, without detaining the 
Senate further. 

| Mr. CASS. One word, Mr. President, for I do 
not wish to be misunderstood: I have not uttered 

| a syllable in regard to the Constitution, or the con- 
stitutional amendment suggested by the distin- 

| guished Senator from South Carolina—not a word. 
The honorable Senator supposed that I had ar- 
raigned him for seeking a constitutional amend- 
ment. Such an idea never entered my head; and 
allow me to tell the Senator, that that was not the 
difficulty at all. 

Mr. CALHOUN. What was it, then? 

Mr. CASS. The ground upon which it was 

put by the honorable Senator was, that if a guar- 
| anty were not given to the South, by an amend- 
ment to be made to the Constitution, it would be 
fatal to the country. 
| Mr. CALHOUN. Certainly; it would, in the 
| end, be fatal. 

Mr. CASS. But the honorable Senator said it 
must be done immediately, or it would be fatal to 
the interests of the country. 

Mr. CALHOUN. No, sir; that is not the lan- 
guage | used. 

Mr. CASS. I beg the honorable Senator’s par- 
don; itis so stated in the speech; “If the question 
| €is not now settled,’’ says the Senator, ‘it is un- 
* certain whether it can ever be settled hereafter.”’ 
| Mr. CALHOUN. Certainly. 

Mr. CASS. And one of the processes by which 
it is to be done is, by amending the Constitution. 
There were two points stated by the honorable 
Senator. One was, that there must be an amend- 
ment made to the Constitution—and I merely men- 
tion this because it excited some surprise in m 
mind—and the other, that the admission of Cali- 
fornia be made a test question. 

Mr. CALHOUN. Certainly. 

Mr. CASS. That if California were admitted, 
it would be followed by a dissolution of the Union, 

Mr. CALHOUN. No, sir. I wish the Sena- 
tor would read the remarks I made in reference to 
that point. 

Mr. CASS. I will read them, sir, with pleasure: 


s¢ If the question is not now settled, it 1s uncertain whether 
it ever can hereafter be; and we, as the representatives of 





the States of this Union, regarded as governments, should | 


come to a distinct understanding as to our respective views, 
in order to ascertain whether the great questions at issue can 
be settled or not. If you who represent the sironger por- 
tion, cannot agree to settle them on the broad principles of 
justice and duty, say so; and fet the States we both repre- 
sent agree to separate and part in peace. If you are un- 
willing we should part in peace, tell us so, and we shall know 
what to do when you reduce the question to submission or 
resistance. If you remain silent, you will compel us to in- 
fer what you intend. In that case, California will become 
the test question.”’ 

Mr. CALHOUN. Read on—read the whole. 

Mr. CASS. 1 will, sir. 


“If you admit her, under all the difficulties that oppose 


| her admission, you compel us to infer that you intend to | 


| exclude us from the whole of the acquired territories, with 
| the intention of destroying, irretrievably, the eqnilibriam 


between the two sections. We would be blind not to per- | 


ceive, in that that your real objects are power and 
ccuaalionpe ait infatuated not — Chaordbasty 7 
Now, is there a Senator here who does not know 
what that means? I do not affirm that it is ob- 
jectionable to propose an amendment to the Con- 
stitution. Far from it—that is one of the most 
harmless things in the world; but the admission 
of California, according to the honorable Senator, 
is to be made a test question; and ,it went to my 
heart’s core when I heard the declaration, for I 
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knew very well, if that was to be a test question— 
if such was the sentiment of the South—the Union 
was gone. An immediate amendment of the Con- 
stitution, I consider almost impossible. I do not 
say that amendments may not be made; -but it 
should be done only under the pressure of extreme 
cases, and extreme difficulties; for if we com- 
mence to make changes and alterations, he who is 
the Ruler of nations, alone knows what changes 
may be made, and what sort of a Government this 
will become, 

In commenting on the honorable Senator’s re- 
marks, I have connected these two subjects—the 
amendment of the Constitution now or at a rea- 
sonable time, and the point that was made by him, 
that the admission of California was to be a test 
question. 

Mr. CALHOUN. I must say there has been a 
strong dispdsition manifested on the part of the 
honorable Senator, to misconstrue my expres- 
sions—and plain expressions they are. ‘The Sen- 
ator says | asserted, that a dissolution of the 
Union would follow the admission of California, 
I did not assert that. I stated that it ought to be 
considered a test question; but I leave it to m 
constituents to determine what course they will 
take. Let the gentleman give the words I used, 
and | am willing to stand by them; but he must 
not expect me to be responsible for his interpreta- 
tion of them. Well, in regard to the word “‘now,"’ 
I did not intend to be understood as asserting that 
the amendment must be made instanter, but that 
an indication should be given now, that such 
amendment would be agreed to, and let it then be 
carried through the ordinary process. 

Mr. FOOTE. I promise not to occupy the at- 
tention of the Senate long. Senators will perceive 
that my position is rather a peculiar one. I am 
certainly exposed to misapprehension, in conse- 
quence of what has fallen from the honorable Sena- 
tor from South Carolina, if I do not make some 
explanation. He undertakes to express surprise 
at the course I have pursued, in protesting against 
certain portions of his speech the other day, when 
he must know, that there are but few persons, 
here or anywhere, who do not understand the 
speech of the honorable Senator precisely as I 
understand it—nor a member of the other House 
who did not understand it in the same way. In 
fact, | have only declared what is the plain inter- 
pretation of the speech. But the honorable Sena- 
tor is surprised that I should take the liberty of 

uarding myself, and those associated with him 
in this great contest, against that misconstruction 
of ov notives and plans, which I did believe 
would arise in the public mind, if no seasonable 
effort were made to guard against it. Why, sir, I 
hoped, as 1 said at the time, in giving the honor- 
able Senatoran opportunity to explain, thata read 
explanation would be afforded, that would satisfy 
the country. But I must say, his explanation was 
not entirely satisfactory to me or to others; for what 
do we now hear from the honorable Senator? 
He frankly avows that he did intend to raise an 
additional issue—a new issue—without consulting 
other Senators from the South, who were equally 
involved in this contest, with himself, and who 
were entitled to be conferred with, before so im- 
portant a movement was hazarded. This issue 
has not been openly made known to any portion 
of the South; nor is any one here, besides the 
honorable Senator himself, able at this moment to 
make known the precise constitutional amendment 
at which the honorable gentleman is aiming. I 
have said, and must continue to say, that the hon- 
orable gentleman, throughout this proceeding, has 
not acted with his accustomed discretion, and,with- 





|| out intending it, has done serious injustice to some 


of his most confiding friends, in undertaking to 
make an issue of this sort—of this vital character— 
without consulting them beforehand. To speak 
plainly, I almost felt that a noose was put around 
my neck, while asleep, and without having ante- 
cedently obtained my consent. Never did the 
honorable Senator, on any former occasion, an- 


| nounce the necessity of raising this new issue; and 


the whole country will be found entirely unpre- 
pared for it. Now, sir, what would be the prob- 
able effect of the honorable Senator’s conduct in 
this affair, had I not interposed in the manner now 
complained of? The honorable Senator has had 
it in his power for several years past, to propose 
the amendment of the Constitution, of which he 
seems now aoliciious; but he has made no such 








_ 
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movement, nor intimated his intention to do so at | ever, made. T make my speeches for myself. | 
any future time. He knows well, that the meet- |, When my friends called upon me in my room, I | 
ing of the great Nashville Convention is but little || would propose some interrogatories to them; but | 
more ‘than two months distant, and that, mean- || I did not suppose that 1 could not come up here | 
while, this contest between the free and slave || to express my individual feelings without the con- | 
States of the Union, is waxing still warmer and || sent of the Senator from Mississippi. ! 
more warm—that theexcitement on the unad- ! Mr. FOOTE, (interposing.) I did not say that 
justed questions, growing out of the subject of || the honorable Senator should consult me upon his | 
slavery, is becoming every day more and more || speech. But I do say that he was bound to con- | 
intense. Yet he has deliberately undertaken to | sult us, who have an equal interest with him in 
throw this new issue before the country, when he | this matter, before he made a new issue upon the | 
knows that it is only calculated to increase our || subject. | 
difficulties, add to the existing irritation, and post- | While I am up, [ will state a fact, which the 
pone, if not utterly defeat, all satisfactory settle- | Senator, perhaps, does not know—that, as soon 
ment. Meanwhile, the honorable Senator is not {| as his speech was received in St. Louis, a large | 
only engaged in thus obstructing all compromise, || meeting was called, and resolutions passed, in | 
but is heard to denounce the very name of com- which it was declared, that the charges made | 
promise, He is actively opposing, at this mo- | against him by the Senator from Missouri (Mr. | 
ment, the raising of the committee of thirteen, || Benton] had been made good, and which resulted | 
proposed by me. 
Now he must know, that if, in the next two || 
months, something is not done, the Nashville Con- 1 event which the honorable Senator from South | 
vention will have all the questions, which are at | Carolina could not deplore more than | should, as | 
resent the subject of discussion here, before that |; he well knows. Is not that weakening our cause? | 
high tribunal for final decision—at least so far as || Mr.CALHOUN. Was it not a telegraphic 
the South is concerned. Does he not perceive, that || report ? 
the very delay which he is now producing, may || Mr. FOOTE. 1 believe it was. 
devolve upon that body a most fearful responsibili- || Mr. CALHOUN. 1 distrust all telegraphic re- 
ty, only to be avoided, if possible, consistently with || ports. Mr. President, it is a common trick to | 
i 


} 


| in the unanimous declaration, that the honorable 


| Senator from Missouri deserved reélection—an 


} 


| 


southern honor and southern safety? Suppose || send out telegraphic reports, and letters with them, 

the excitement to which I have alluded continue || and as soon as possible—perhaps in advance of | 
its progress, and that certain healing influences had || the speeches and movements made—before the | 
not been interposed—as I rejoice that they have || truth can be known. Well, sir, 1 think the Sen- | 
been—suppose no such conciliatory and patriotic || ator from Mississippi is the last man to complain 

speeches as have emanated from gentlemen in both || of not being consulted. 
houses of Congress had been made—I appeal to || Mr. FOOTE, (in his seat.) .Never, sir—never. | 
the Senator, and to all men, if the Nashville Con- ||} Mr. CALHOUN. He makes movements in | 
vention had been permitted to assemble, with this |) which he does not ask the assistance of all his | 
new issue submitted to them under such circum- || friends. He says he knows the opinions of ail the | 
stances, whether it is not likely that the honorable || Senators upon this floor, except two or three. But | 
Senator’s influence would have been potential 1 I say to him that I know, on the contrary, five or 
enough to induce the convention to demand that |! six who differ from him. 
such a change im the Constitution as he desires 1 Mr. FOOTE, (in his seat.) I said that] knew 
should be accorded? Had such a demand as an | the opinions of most of them; but I know that | 





amendment of the Constitution been made, does || they do not all agree with me—twenty-two voted | 
not the Senator well know that it would have been, || against me on yesterday, and | knew from that 
in the present temper of the public mind, wholly || they did not agree with me. 
impossible to be effected? And had the demand |} Mr. CALHOUN. Heis far more familiar in | 
been formally made and refused, does he doubt— | his social intercourse with the Senators, in his 
does any one doubt—that a dissolution of the | habit of consulting them, than I am. 

Union would have occurred? I do not charge im- || Mr. FOOTE, (in his seat.) 1am on good terms | 
roper motives to the honorable Senator—I never | with everybody. 
rave done so; yet I hold it not improper for me to || Mr. CALHOUN. Iam not—I will not be on | 

express surprise, that the honorable Senator should || good terms with those who wish to cut my throat. | 

have failed to place the only interpretation upon || The honorable Senator from New York justifies | 
his own words of which they seemed susceptible. || the North in treachery. I am not the man to hold | 

The Senator knows that no man is more devoted || social intercourse with such as these. 

to the South than I am; but I admit the right of no Mr. FOOTE, (in his seat.) Ithink he [Mr. 

man to make a grave issue for the people whom I |! Sewarp] will have to be given up. 


represent here, or for myself, without consulting | Mr. CALHOUN. I recognize them as Sena- | 


| itself, by its numerical strength, in the Lee 





tion, if not now, will become n 

5 ecessary. 

| that amendment should be, [ am not i 

| say; what the Senator from South Carolina . 
| sired, I did not, nor do I now, know. He 8a “a 
several were thought of. When the Constity ys 


was made, each section had the power to Stee 


of the General Government. But if ean 


| period in the progress of the country, when 
| Section cannot protect itself against the manifested 
| settled hostility of another—when the rights of 
the minority become subject to the will of a self. 
| sustaining, powerful majority—then it becomes re. 
| quisite that the compact shall be so amended ag to 
| give that protection to the minority, which it was 
originally designed to afford toall. Whether that 
time has come now or not, I am not prepared to 
say. I think that the indications of this mornipo 
are such as to show that the time has arrived, | 
think that the votes taken this morning, in regard 
| to the rageption of the petitions presented by the 
| Senator from New York, declare the opinion of 
| the Senate’to be, that it may take cognizance of 
| the subjects referred through those petitions, 
| Another indication is, that the Senator from Michi. 








‘| gan, whose opinions and knowledge I always 


highly respect, has said this morning, that €he 


| Missouri compromise cannot be extended—cannoy . 


| be applied—to the remaining territories. Here, 

| then, we have the doctrine of non-intervention 
overthrown at one blow, by the Senate ; and im. 
mediately follows the announcement, that the Mis- 
souri compromise cannot be extended—that is, the 

| power is to be exercised, but we are to have neither 

| Joint nor separate right. When we have reached 
this point, it is time that there should be an amend- 

| ment of a compact, the equal operation of which 
seems to be at end. 

Mr. FOOTE. I know that my colleague did 
not intend to misrepresent the statement of the 
Senator from Michigan; but I think he has not 
understood him aright. He said that he was for 
non-intervention; and he thought that the Missouri 
compromise is not such, as it interfered with the 
northern part, although it did not the southern. 
He did not state his opposition to the compro- 
mise, but said only that it was not non-interven- 
tion. 

| Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I understood the 


| honorable Senator from Michigan as_ standing 


upon the ground of non-intervention. If we could 
have that, it would give the South the most we 
| have claimed—that is, an equal right to go into all 
the territories—all property being alike protected. 
In default of this, I have said that I would take the 
Missouri compromise line, and that was my ulti- 
matum. But when we see the Senate, by a voie 
this morning, overturn the doctrine of non-inter- 
vention of the Senator from Michigan, and when 
the Senator from Michigan comes forward and 


either them or me, especially if, in my judgment, | tors—say good morning, and shake hands with |! declares that the Missouri compromise cannot be 
that issue not only puts the Union in serious and | them—but that Is the extent of my intercourse |} extended, it is quite time that ihe South should 
unnecessary danger, (whether intended or not,) || with those who I thinkare endangering the Union. || look to something besides cong¢essional action. 


bat subjects the cause, which I have been so long || Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. If the honorable | 
endeavoring to sustain, to certain overthrow. | Senator from Illinois will allow me a few mo- | 

The honorable Senator from Iinois will please || ments 
accept my thanks for the courtesy exercised by || Mr. DOUGLAS. I have given way half a 
him, in allowing me this opportunity of explana- | dozen times already; but if the honorable Senator 
tion. | makes the request, | will give way. 

Mr. CALHOUN. The Senator from Missis- || Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I hope some 
elppi, in his ardor, much mistakes. He has just | later hour will be assigned, for we have reports to 
declared, solemnly, that I was engaged—as if he | make, and other business which should be attended 
knew the fact—in preparing a compromise, and |, to, and which might be transacted in the morning 
was re ee »osed to this committee. || hour. I do not intend to consume the time of the 

Mr. E. Has the honorable Senator not | Senator from Illinois, or now to enter into any dis- 





Mr. BUTLER. [| shall speak more for testi- 
mony than anything else. . [ 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mirsissippi. I certainly did 
not intend to say that northern votes had decided 
the question of referring the petitions this morn- 
ing. Here is my friend from New York, the 
Bayard of the North, [Mr. Dicxinson,] who has 
stood by us on this, as on all occasions. I regret 
much more deeply that this vote should have suc- 
ceeded, by the aid of southern men, and this but 
heightens my estimate of the danger. i 

‘Mr. BUTLER. I will only occupy the time of 


told me that he was opposed to this committee? | cussion or argument, but merely to say that when || the Senate with a few words. When my friend 





Did he not say to others that he was opposed to || the Senator from South Carolina delivered his 
it? This is a fact which he cannot deny. — || Speech, I did not understand it as it has been con- 

Mr. CALHOUN, Iam opposed to raising a | strued in the debate of this mormng. The Sena- 
committee at the present time; but L have inva- | tor said, that to finally and forever settle this 
riably said, that if any gentleman desired to have || question, certain things were necessary, which the 
a committee at the close of the debate, I would | North could easily provide. This I believed. 
not oppose it. *. : These certain things were, he said, to do justice, 

T appeal to my colleague—to my friends around by conceding to the South an equal right in the ac- 
me—if that hes not been my position. Now, sir, | quired territory—so I think: to do her duty by 
I trust this controversy will not be carried further. || causing the stipulations relative to fugitive slaves, 

Mr. FOOTE, eens I did not intend || to be faithfully fulfilled; to cease the agitation of 
to have ever renewed this contest with the honor- || the slave question—these I think necessary to in- 








able Senator; but it has been forced upon me by |/ sure tranquillity: to provide, by amendment of the || take it out of the hands of the 


citcumstances. It is painful for me to disagree || Constitution, for afrestoration to the South of the 
with that Senator. power she essed of protecting herself before 





Mr. CALHOUN. The Senator complains that || the equilibrium between the sections was destroyed. 


I did not consult him upon my speech. Well, si Eve h aa . 
I never did consult peg crm Frc any isonet t vents, however unwillingly, have forced = 





me the conviction, that such additional pro 


from Mississippi moved this committee, | was op- 
posed to it, and it was without consultation with 
any one. I do not think I had seen my colleague 
upon the subject at all. If any one stands re- 
sponsible for opposing it at that time, I am the 
man. I did not do it for the pu e of defeat- 
ing the committee, or to defeat the adjustment of 
this question. I have spoken to my colleague 
upon the subject, and have understood him to vin- 
dicate the views which I have expressed to-day. 
While he was willing, ultimately, to consent to & 
committee of this kind, he thought i premature to 

Mr. DAYTON. I have no purpose of con- 
suming time in making a speech upon this general 
question. The motion is, to postpone this matter 
to hal”past twelve o’clock to-morrow. Now, sir, 
with great respect, I object to that. We have had 
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ing business done for a month to come, if that 


og motion of the Senator from Mississippi, cer- 
sin gentlemen are to make speeches upon the 
ral question. We have now the Senator from 

\jichigan giving usa valuable speech, doubtless, 
“non the ge questions involved between the 
eats discussing all those matters which are 
en discussed — the California bill, upon the 
solutions of the Se ator from Kentucky,and upon 
ihe fugitive-slave bill. They are all dragged into 
this discussion, upon the motion of the Senator 
gon Mississippi. Now, sir, | suppose. that this 
matter Will be disposed of, when gentlemen shall 
conceive that they have talked. enough—that this 
committee shall be raised, and the matter referred 
o arbitrators, to go out and settle it; but they wish 
to leave one or two resolutions behind, as a tag to 
the whole, and permit gentlemen to go on and talk 
shout that. Sir, this is a mode of moving the pre- 
rious question in the Senate of the United States, 
io which I, at least, am not accustomed. 1 would 
remind the Senate, with great respect, that I had 
the floor upon the general propositions now grow- 
ing out of this question, upon the fugitive-slave 
pill, two months ago, and have kept it ever since. 
But one gentleman has announced, Fill occupy 
the attention of the Senate and of the country at 
sch a day; and another, | will be heard upon 
such aday; and yet a third, younger, perhaps, 
than they, taking his place by the side of the 
speaker, watches when the last word dies from 
his lips, and says, ‘* Mr. President.”? Sir, | have 
done neither one thing nor the other; but I mean 
tobe heard upon this question, and | mean to be 
heard upon it before the committee is raised—be- 
fore the arbitrators are sent out. I will not, for] 
cannot, stand here with a sense of self-respect, and 
lk about these questions, while the arbitrators 
are considering them, With great respect toward 
my friends around me, I will say, that I have na 
wreed with the propriety of the course of the 
Senate, in yielding the floor day after day to Sen- 
ators, who are constantly giving way to others, 
more desirous to press forward in the delivery of 
their sentiments. ‘The proposition. is before us to 
postpone the matter until half-past twelve o’clock 
w-morrow. The Senator from Michigan, who 
has oceupied the floor for three-quarters of an hour 
to-day, is to continue to-morrow, and I suppose 
as much more time will then be taken up. When 
he has concluded, what hinders any one of those 
many gentlemen, who are waiting near his seat, 
from taking the floor, and likewise delivering their 
sentiments? The general subject is here—it is be- 
fore the country; and whether discussed upon the 
resolutions of the honorable Senator from Ken- 
tucky, upon the fugitive-slave bill, upon the Cal- 
fornia bill, or upon this resolution of the Senator 
from Mississippi, is totally immaterial. It is 
to elena and it will be discussed, before the 
committee is raised and sent from the chamber, 
| therefore think, sir, with great respect for the 
judgment and the sentiments of those who differ 
irom me, that this resolution ought to stand over 
until one o’clock, to take its chance with all the 
rest. Then my friend from North Carolina [Mr, 
Bapcer} can speak upon any branch of the sub- 
ject, as he may be disposed; but it ought not, 1 
submit, to take up the morning hour. 

Mr. D, aie, by moving to amend by sub- 
stiuting the hour of one o’clock. 

Mr. FOOTE remarked, that the Senator from 
North Carolina had the floor on a different ques- 
lon to-morrow, 


Mr. BADGER pepe his willingness, that 
the subject upon which he had the floor should be 
Postponed until Monday, and that to-morrow 
should be given up to this subject. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. There has 

such an unusual mode of assigning the floor 
‘o one gentleman and to another, to make one 
subject the special order for one o’clock, and then 
another a special order for the same time, that we 
have fallen into very great confusion, It was the 
Pleasure of the Senate yesterday morning to direct 
that the census bill should be made the special or- 
der of the day for one o’clock to-day. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. [| will suggest that I will 
Waive speaking until it is the pleasure of the Sen- 
ate to hear me. 

Several Sexators. No, no, no. 
Mr. DAVIS. if the Senator will allow me, £ 


be taken. It is perfectly evident, that upon | 


| 


| 
| 
| 
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~ morning business done, and will have no morn- || will make it all right, ‘The Senator from Illinois | 
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Mr. BADGER, who was entitled to the floor on 


is extremely anxious, for a reason which he has | Thursday, on another speciai order, said he had 


my friend from Illinois, and to allow him to speak || the way of the honorable Senator, he would con- 


to-day, provided it is the pleasure of the Senate || sent that the special order on whivh he was entitled 
that he should do so, and if this bill can be made || to the floor, should be postponed. to Monday or 


assigned to me, to leave the city. This census 
bill I consider in the hands of the Senate. lam 
willing, personally, to yield the accommodation to 


the order of the day for to-morrow at one o’clock. 
Nor: do I wish it to be displaced by these topics, 


i} 


no disposition to deprive the Senator from I!linois 
of an opportunity to conclude his remarks. to- 
morrow. Rather than interpose any obstacle in 


Tuesday next. 


It being understood that the Senator from Illi- 


which all seem to belong to one subject of discua- | nois would retain the floor to-morrow, 


sion. I hope that the Senate will favor me so far, 
that if the Senator from Illinois takes precedence 
to-day, the census bill shal] be postponed and 


| 
i 


| 


! 


| 


madeé the special order for one o’clock to-morrow, || 


While ! am up, I will make that motion. 
Mr. FOOTE. The Senator will remember 
Sas DAVIS, (continuing.) And I call upon 
the 
for 1 have been postponed to assist his bill. 
Mr. FOOTE. The motion cannot be made 
while this is pending. 





My object in rising was to suggest that I would 


position of this matter now before us might be 
made as should not interfere with it, 
Mr. CASS, 


| 


j 
| 


Senator from Mississippi to aid and assist me, | jt as to state the 


On motion, the Senate adjourned. - 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspayr, March 14, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr.McLEAN, of Kentucky, moved so to amend 
fact, that he had, yesterday, moved 


| that the evidence reported in the case of John W. 
| Nye, should be printed, together with the report 


! 


} 


"and resolutions. 
Mr. DAVIS. Very well; I will not interfere. |" "Some conver 


Some conversation followed, in which Messrs. 


JONES, McL.EAN, and FOWLER, participated, 
make that motion, and to request that such a dis- || - an participate 


Mr. COBB, of Alabama, called the yeas and 


| nays, which were refused. 


“nee } 
I am very unwilling to make any || 


opposition, but I must ask the indulgence of the || 


Senate to-morrow morning to terminate my re- 
marks. 
cannot consent that the subject I have already 
commenced should be separated four or five days, 
when my sentiments are partly out. 


I have promised not to be long, but I | 


| 
| 
} 





} 
| 


The question was then taken, and by ayes 81, 


noes 47, was decided in the affirmative. 


So the Journal was ordered to be amended. 

Mr. JONES moved a reconsideration of the 
vote. 

Some conversation followed on a point of order. 

Mr. JONES briefly advocated the moticn to re- 


Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. It is with the || consider. 
greatest reluctance that | make any possible ob- | 
| 
upon the Senaté, if they mean that the census bill || be laid on the table. 


jection to a request of that sort; but | must call 


shall be passed, to assist me in preventing its be- 
ing thrown over here from day to day. 
Mr. FOOTE. We can take it up early next 


week. 

Mr. DAVIS. Will the Senator assign a day 
when it shall go through? 

Several Senators. Move Friday. 

Mr. DAVIS. Then, Mr. President, I move 


that it be made the special order of the day for | 
Friday next, taking precedence of all other orders. | 

The VICE PRESIDENT stated, that the ques- | 
tion could not be taken upon that motion, until the | 


pending question was disposed of, 

The question being then taken upon the motion 
to’postpone the further consideration of the reso- 
lutions submitted by Mr. Bett, until to-morrow, 
it was agreed to, . 

THE CENSUS BILL. 

The VICE PRESIDENT stated the next busi- 
ness before the Senate to be, the special order for 
one o’clock this day, to wit: the bill providing for 
the taking of the seventh census. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, then repeated 
his motion. 

Mr. BRADBURY desired to call the attention 
of the Senator from Connecticut (Mr. Smiru] to 
that motion, as it was his (Mr. B.’s) intention to 
call up the resolution upon the remeval of officers 
upon that day. 

Mr. SMITH. The speech of the honorable 
Senator was made so long ago, that the statute of 
limitation has run out any right that | may have 
had to reply to it. ee 

Mr. DICKINSON. The Senator from Maine 
can renew the right bya new promise. [Renewed 
laughter. } 

The question being then taken upon the motion 
to penpore the further consideration of the census 
bill until Friday next, and to make it the special 
order for one o’clock on that day, it was agreed to. 


ADMISSION OF CALIFORNIA. 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 


the special order, being the message of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, transmitting the consti- 
tution of the State of California. 

Mr. DOUGLAS, who was entitled to the floor, 
addressed the Senate for two hours. [His speech 
will be found in the Appendix.] 

Mr. UPHAM interrupted the honorable gentle- 
man, to inquire if he would give way for a motion 


to adjourn, 
Mr. DOUGLAS snid he would yield the floor, 


| 
! 


| 
} 
} 
| 


i 


| 
| 





' 





| 
|| by the decision of that committee, moved to refer 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 








stood to say 
| the merits of | it h 
marks to the question of printing. 


deny that several 


Mr. McLEAN opposed it. 
Mr. INGE moved that the motion to reconsider 


After some conversation between Mr. CROW- 
ELL and the SPEAKER, on a point of order, the 
question was taken, and decided in the negative. 

So the House refused to lay the motion to re- 
consider on the table, 

Mr. BOWLIN briefly opposed the printing. 
The whole claim, hesaid, would probably not pay 
for the expense of it. 

After an enquiry by Mr. HUNTER— 

Mr. ASHMUN. moved the previous question. 
There was a second, and the main question was 
ordered to be now taken. 

The question, “Shall the vote by which the 
printing of the said evidence was ordered, be re- 


| considered ?’’ was taken, and decided in the affirma- 


tive, without a division. 

So the vote was reconsidered. 

And the question then recurring on the motion 
to print, 

Mr. MASON said, the case now under consid- 
eration was originally referred to the Committee 
on Accounts, and asa member of that committee, 
it had been placed in his hands for examination. 
He gave to it a cayeful consideration, and was well 
satisfied from the proof, that the claim was just, 
and ought to be paid. He, (Mr. M.,) with an 
understanding with Mr. Nye, that he would abide 


the claim to a select committee. The House 
thought proper to refer it to the Committee on 
Claims, and that committee have reported a bill in 
his favor for $500, the exact sam which the Ju- 
diciary Committee, at the last session, thought just 
and proper. An attempt has been made outside 
of this House, to create a prejudice against this 
claimant and his demand, and this attempt does 
him great injustice. Personally he (Mr. M.) 
knew nothing of the man; but he was well satie- 
fied, from the very full and satisfactory proof in 
the papers, that he was rightfully entitled to the 
sum reported in the bill. If the gentleman will 
examine the proof, he will find, that he is not only 
entitled to this amount, but as much as $5, 
upon another claim. The gentleman from Mis- 
souri [Mr. Bow1n] would deny this man the mod- 
erate sum asked for by the Lill, because, as he al- 
leges, the claimant bas been importunate. 

Mr. BOWLIN here interposed, and was under- 
that he had said nothing in rd to 
the claim; but had confined his re- 


Mr. MASON, (resuming.) Does the gentleman 
standing committees of the Sen- 


if he could have am assurance that he could pro- 
ceed to-morrow ; otherwise he should prefer "| 
continue this evening. 


| ate and the House have repeatedly reported in 
favor of this claim ? 
Mr. THOMAS interrupted Mr. MASON, and 








a Mr. THOMAS interposed again. 


ee 


referred to a receipt which had been given by the 
claimant, ix full of the demand. 

Mr. MASON continued, and said, the two 
claims were altogether different. 


| Mr. MASON said he had just found out that 
the gentleman did not understand anything about 
‘ the claim. The receipt shows that he was paid 
for one thing, while the claim now before the 
House was for another. The receipt which he 
signed, was for an account for hauling boxes, &c., 
amounting to $130, while the claim now before the 
House was for hire of horses, carryalls, &c. He 
was satisfied that the claimant was entitled to 
much more than the bill provided, and if the unfor- 
tunate man could get his claim before a jury of 
the country, instead of allowing the small sum of 
$500, they would feel compelled, in justice, to 
allow him thousands. The proof which is given 
under oath, shows clearly that he is entitled to 
much more than the committee has allowed him; 
and { think it very unjust that this sum should be 
withheld from him. I know nothing personally 
of the man, but am satisfied that the delay and 
difficulty to which he has been subjected, in the 
prosecution of his claim, have done to him great 
and serious injustice; and it is shameful that this 
Government should so treat one of its citizens. 
The claimant, I understand, is a very poor and 
destitute man; but the poor and the rich are alike 
enititfed to full justice at the hands of our Govern- 
ment. 
Mr. BOYD demanded the previous question. 
There was a second; and the main question on 
the motion to print was ordered to be now taken. 
And the question was then taken, and decided in 
the negative. 
So the House refused to print the evidence in the 
said case 


WOODWORTH’S PLANING MACHINE. 

Mr. CONGER rose and moved a reconsidera- 
tion of the vote by which the bill which had been 
reported yesterday, from the Committee on Pa- 
tents, to extend the patent heretofore granted to 
William Weolisctth, had been referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. CONGER said: My object in making this 
motion is, that the bill may be recommitted to the 
Committee on Patents; and if the motion to re- 
consider shall prevail, I shall move to recommit, 
with instructions, as follows, which I send to the 
Clerk’s table to be read; 


*« With instructions to inquire into the propriety of repeal- 


ing an act, entitied, **An act to extend a patent heretofore 
granted to William Woodworth,” passed February 26, 1845, 
being ar act for a second renewal of a patent, for alleged 


improvements in the method of planing, tongueing, groov- 
ing, and cutting into moulding, on eithe. plank, boards, or 
any other material,and for reducing the same to an equal 
width and thickness; and that said committee report by 
biil or otherwise.” 

I have no fear, sir, that the bill reported will 
pass. I believe it is doomed to be defeated by a 
large majority; but, for myself, I shall not be sat- 
isfied with the defeat of a bill to further extend 
this at, nor do I believe the country will be sat- 
isfied with this. I go for the entire repeal of the 
law under which the men who now ask for the 
passage of this bill have, for many years, enjoyed 
a monopoly—out of which they have grown rich, 
at the expense of the mechanical industry of the 
country; and with a view to proper and intelligent 
action on this subject, | desire a report from this 
committee, which shall place before us facts and 
stniements, from which we can judge whether the 
suspicions and opinions, now existing in the pub- 
lic mind, that the passage of the present law was 
procured by misrepresentation and fraud, are well 
founded. if must be within the knowlege of al- 
most every member of this House, that there exists 
a strong feeling on this subject in almost ever 

art of the country; and it ia charged, that this 
Ge was passed, not only in violation of the rights 
and interests of the people, bat that its passage 
was procured by the grossest fraud and corruption, 
The Legislature of New York, in justice to the 
people of that State, have taken action on this 
subject, in passing resolutions of instruction, as 
follows: 

Resolved, (if the Assembly concur,) That the Senators 
and Kepresentat ves of this State in Congress, are hereby 
requested to inquire whether in ce was done to the 
right and interesta.of the people of this State, by an act of 
Congreas, approved February 26th, 1845, entitled “ An act 
to extend a patent heretofore granted to William Wood- 
worth,” commonly ‘known as the act extending Wood- 
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worth’s Planing Machine; and whether the passage of said 
act was procured through misunderstanding or musrepre- 
sentation ; and whether it is not hostile to the spirit and 
objects of the patent laws ; and if they shall be of the opin- 
ion, that said act is liable to those objections, that they are 
hereby requested to use their best efforts to procure its im- 
mediate repeal. 

Resolved, (if the Assembly concur,) That the Governor 
be requested to forward a copy of the foregoing resolutions 
to each of our Senators and Representatives in Congress. 

Now, sir, | am in favor of this inquiry. 1 de- 
sire to know what this committee can say in rela- 
tion to this matter; but if I could have any assu- 
rance that they would report upon the petitions, 
asking the repeal of the law—great numbers of 
which, I understand, have been referred to them— 
I would not move to recommit with the instruc- 
tions which I have indicated. But I greatly fear 
that committee will not report, without instruc- 
tions from the House. Several weeks ago, I asked 
the unaniinous consent of the House to offer a reso- 
lution, instructing them to inquire into the propriety 
of repealing the law; but the gentleman from 
Maryland, [Mr. Hamitton,] a member of this 
committee, objected. [ could not offer it. Since 
that time, it has not been in order to offer it, and I 
have been anxiously waiting, with the resolution 
in my desk, a time when it would be in order. 
When that time will come, nobody can tell. It 
can only be in order when States are called for 
resolutions ; and it must be quite apparent to all, 
that Statea will not again be called for many weeks 
to come, if at all, this session. For reasons that 
need not be named—though they are well known— 
there is a disposition on the part of this House to 
slide over this business of resolutions. Every alter- 
nate Monday is set apart by the rules, for calling 
upon States for resolutions; but when the day 
comes around, it is almost certain that the House 
will decide to take up some othef order of busi- 
ness, as has been done on every occasion since the 
gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Dory] offered 
his resolution of instruction to the Committee on 
Territories. It is most probable, therefore, that 
there will be no opportunity during the present 
session for offering a resolution of instruction; 
and a recommitment, with the instructions I pro- 
pose, seems to be the only mode in which the 
committee can be called upon to make the inquiry; 
and, without instruction, my apprehension is, 
that we shall have no report. 

Sir, without going into any extended remarks 
upon the question of further extending this patent, 
I desire to strike at the root of the evil, and inquire 
whether the present law ought not rather to be re- 
pealed. For myself, I have no doubt that this 
patent is a most unjust and oppressive monopoly, 
that has become an outrage upon the rights of the 
mechanical interest of the country. It has al- 
ready been twice renewed, and when the period of 
its present limitation shall have been reached, 
which will not be until 1856, I believe it will have 
run, in all, twenty-eight yeas. And yet, instead 
of repealing, itis proposed to extend for a period 
of twenty years longer, I believe, this monopoly, 
that lays its oppressive hand upon the great me- 
chanical industry and interest of the country. A 
few days since, in a discussion on this subject, 
which sprung up in the Senate, it was stated by a 
member of the Committee on Patents, in that body, 
that there was evidence before that committee that 
the administrator of the original patentee, since the 
extension by the law of 1845, had sold his inter- 
est in the patent for the sum of one hundred 
thousand dollars. And yet, sir, itis proposed to 
extend the law still further, and to continue to legis- 
late these enormous sums into the pockets of 
heirs and assignees. Not only am I gl to 
this, but I repeat, I shall.be satisfied with nothing 
short of a repeal of the law by which these mo- 
nopolists compel every man who planes a board, or 
makes a window sash, to pay tribute to them on 
their own oppressive terms. I trust the vote will 
be reconsidered. 

Mr. PECK expressed a hope that the motion 
would not prevail. ‘The recommitment of the bill 
would only tend to delay; and he thought the gen- 
tleman from New York could effect his object as 
well by introducing a resolution by calling the at- 
tention of the committee to the at sey 

Mr. CONGER replied, that he had already 
stated that he had, some time since, prepared a 
resolution on the subject, and had vainly endeav- 
ored to have it introduced. He saw no chance of 
obtaining an opportunity again for many weeks to 
come. 





have the opportunity when the State 

chould be enlied for vesobutions. if an crt 
recommitted to the Committee on Patents 
‘action on the bill. The repeal of a law 


strongest necessity could be 








March 14, 


Mr. PECK, resumed. The gentleman would 


If this bill 
» It Would 
to ey 
aa ss aio Could no 
in his opinion, be justified, unless = oes of x 
peal. What would be the effect of a toga 
this bill? Woodworth, the patentee, had as; ned 
rights to many individuals in various parts of th 
country. The result of the repeal of this law, 
would be the entire destruction of all these jnd;, 
vidual rights. In every case where a right had 
been transferred, it would be annihilated. If on! 
the right of Woodworth himself was to be affected 
by the measure, the case would be a very different 
one. He must therefore, vote against the Motion 
to reconsider. 

Mr. SACKETT desired to detain the House 
for a few moments. He desired to go into a brief 
history of this case. A patent right was granted 
to Woodworth, in the year 1828, to extend durin 
a period of fourteen years. This patent was z 
newed by the Commissioner of Patents to extend 
to the year 1849. In 1845, four years before the 
patent —_ out, those who were interested jp 
it applied fOF a special act extending the patent for 
a still longer period. During the last Congress, a 
bill was passed extending this patent to 1g5¢. 
and now, at an early period of this session, a bij 
has been reported granting a still further renewal, 
This patent has already been continued for twenty. 
eight years; yet the Committee on Patents, in |ess 
than three months, after the commencement of the 
session, have reported a bill extending this patent 
for a further term of fourteen years. 

Several of the State legislatures have been re- 
cently moving in this matter, because of its out- 
rageous character. There have been conventions 
in several of the States on the subject, and peti- 
ons against this renewal have come from all paris 
ofthe Union. Yet in the face of these movements, 
this bill has, in hot haste, been reported for the re- 
newal of this right, which has already been granted 
for twenty-eight years. And this renewal is ad- 
vocated on the flimsy pretence, that those inter- 
ested in the patent have not made money enough. 
If they have not made money enough, after an 
enjoyment of this monopoly for twenty-eight 
years, they never will. What sort of argument 
was this which was thus presented to the House? 
If a man is secured in a monopoly of an inven- 
tion for twenty-eight years, in order to reimburse 
his expenses in bringing it to perfection, and he 
has not availed himself of the ere and ad- 
vantage given him, he is therefore to be permitted 
to come here, and claim a renewal for an indefinite 
ao after the origiual term has expired! He 

ooked upon it as most extraordinary that the 
Committee should have made such a report. It 
was a measure in opposition to the interests of the 
whole community, and he thought the motion to 
reconsider, and to recommit with instructions, 
ought to prevail. 

it was well known here, and thoughout the 
whole country, that this law had been passed 
under a great misapprehension of the facts. The 
whole mechanical interest of the country had been 

oused in opposition to it, yet, without any long 
deliberation, the Committee had reported in favor 
of it. He hoped the motion would be agreed to. 
It was proper that the subject should be inquired 
into. 

With regard to the fact, whether the patentee 
had been fortunate or unfortunate, he cared noth- 
ing; but he believed it would be found, on an 
examination of the case, that large fortunes had 
already been made out of the patent. In point of 
principle, therefore, as well asa point of fact, this 
argument would not stand. 

r. HAMILTON expressed a hope that the 
motion to reconsider would not prevail. He did 
not wish to see this question’ mixed up with other 
matter. He desired that the House might act 
understandingly on the subject. If we refuse 0 
extend this patent, that refusal will foreclose it for- 
ever. When we decide that it shall not be re 
newed, we decide the whole matter. Let the 

ntleman from New York get his resolutions be- 

re the House whenever he can et an opportun''y 
t6 do so. This case presents a question wh 
stands on its own merits, and should be considered 


as an independent question, not to be mixed uP 


have no other effect, probably, than 
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matter which is not necessarily connected 
whit. Let the bill come up for consideration in 
«i cular course; and then, if he could be satisfied 


hat . 
sberty to vote against it. 


Mr. HUNTER said he hoped the vote would be 
considered, for the purpose of bringing under 
consideration of the committee some facts 
ghich had been presented here since this report 
yas made. A petition, with about three hundred 
signatures, had been presented from a part of the 
3 near his district, on the other side of the 
e held in his hand another, very numer- 
nusly signed. Both these petitions were adverse 
» this renewal. He hoped the bill would go back 
the committee, in order that they might have in 
ieir charge all matters relating to this question. 


counter 
ne. 


it was very well known to all gentlemen, conver- | 


ant with our mode of doing business, that, when 
: ill comes up for discussion, there is but little 
opportunity for investigating its merits. He had 
pen for many years engaged in a business which 
his machine must entirely destroy. He hoped 
ihe bill would be sent back, and he thought it 
probable that, if the committee examined all the 
jocuments which would be brought before them, 
they might come to a different conclusion. This 

tent had now some seven years to run, and he 
could see no occasion for this hot haste in dis- 
posing of the subject. 

Mr. OTIS rose and expressed a wish, as a 
member of the Committee 0n Patents, to make a 
brief explanation of his views on the subject of this 
bill. He would ask the Clerk to réad the resolu- 
tions adopted by a convention of mechanics, which 
assembled at Syracuse, in the State of New York. 

The Crerx then read the following resolu- 
tions: 

|. Resolved, That originators of valuable inventions de- 
serve encouragement and protection, and nothing so much 
endangers their security as fraudulently-obtained patents, 
oppressive exactions, and frequent renewals by Congress. 

2 Resolved, That fourteen years of exclusive enjoyment 
of thé use of a patented invention should, in general, be 
deemed a sufficient compensation to the inventor; and a 
patentee who has already enjoyed for twenty-one years, the 
sale of his invention, has no claims for further extension. 

3. Resolved, That the reissued patent to the administrator 
of William Woodworth, combines important improvements 
which other mechanics have made in similar machinery, 
since 1828, and covers principles and combinations never 
invented, or claimed, by the original patentee; that such 
reissued patent is, in the judgment of this convention, a 
fraud and imposture ; and they protest against that renewal 
being sanctioned by legislative construction. 

4. Resolved, That it is charged, upon reliable authority, 
that the renewed patent of 1845, to Woodworth’s adminis- 


trator, was obtained by misrepresentation and fraud—that || 


the pretended rights under it have been used oppressively— 
that great extortion has been practised—that judgments 
have been obtained to support said patent in the courts, by 
collusion of the parties, and this convention respectfully 
recommend to Congress to appoint a committee w ith power 
to send for persons and papers, who may thoroughly investi- 
gate all such charges. 

5. Resolved, That we protest against a further renewal of 
said patent by Congress, and ask a repeal of the last act of 
renewal, or such amendment as will confine the represent- 
atives of said patentee to the use and enjoyment of the ma- 
chine deseribed in the specifications upon which the first 
patent was issued. 

6. Resolved, That we remonstrate against the passage of 
the bill reported to the Senate of the United States, in rela- 
tion to the importation of articles that may be in whole or 
in part manufactured hy like machinery, to that patented in 
this country, as of dangerous tendency, and calculated to 
embroil us with other nations. 


Mr. OTIS was about resuming his remarks, 
when, 


CALIFORNIA. 


On motion of Mr. RUMSEY, the rules were 
suspended, and the House resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Boyp, of Kentucky, in the chair,) and re- 
sumed the consideration of the special message of 
the President of the United States, transmitting the 
constitution of California, and of the bill providing 
for her admission into the Union. 

Mr. HEBARD was entitled to the floor, and 
addressed the committee during the hour. [His 
Speech will be found in the See 
i MORSE then obtained the floor, but yielded 


— CABELL, who moved that the committee 
e. 
» The motion was rejected. 

Mr. MORSE then addressed the committee. 
[His speech will be found in the Appendix. } 

The floor was then given to 

Mr. WILLIAMS, who yielded to a motion that 
the committee rise. 


it ought not to pass, he would feel himself at |. 
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The motion having prevailed, the committee 
rose and reported progress. 
And the House adjourned. 





NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. HOAGLAND gave notice, that on to-morrow, or 
some subsequent day, he would ask leave to introduce a 
bill for the relief of Charles Hinkle. 

Mr. WENTWORTH called up the claim of Captain 
Frederic Shaeffer, and asked to have it recommitted to the 
Committee on Claims; and it was so committed. 





PETITIONS, &e. 
_ The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
| presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 
| priate committees : 


| By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of citizens of 

Brush Point, De Kalb county, for two cent postage. 

Also, a similar petition.from citizens of Elgin, Kane 
county. 

Also, several petitions of citizens of De Kalb and Mc- 
| Henry counties, for a mail-route from Sycamore, via Genoa, 
| Riley, Marengo, and Dunham, to Walworth, Wisconsin. 
By Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee: The petition of sun- 
| dry citizens of Johnson county, Tennessee, and Watauga- 
county, North Carolina, praying the establishment of certain 
| mailoutes. 
| By Mr. DURKEE: The petition of citizens of the same 
| place, praying Congress to reduce the rates of postage on 
letters to a uniform rate of two cents for each half ounce. 

Also, the petition of the citizens of Bristol, Wisconsin, 
asking for a reduction of postage to a uniform rate of five 
cents for letter postage. 

By Mr. GREEN: The petition of citizens of Missouri, 
praying a re.iuction of the rates of po. tage, and the abolitioy 
of the franking privilege. 

By Mr. DUER: The petition of 64 electors of Hamilton, 
Madison county, New York, for the prohibition of slavery 
in the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of the same, for granting the right of 
trial, by jury, to fugitive slaves. 

Also, the petition of the same, that no more slave States 
be admitted into tbe Union. 

Als >, the petition of the same, for the abolition of slavery 
in the District of Columbia. 

Also, the petition of James S. Chandler and others, citi- 
zens of New York, for cheap postage. 

Also, the petition of O. J. Harmon and others, members 
of the Bar ot Oswego county, Sew York, for the same. 

By Mr. FITCH: The petition of James 8. Frazier, A. B. 
Crichfield, and other citizens of Kosciu-ko county, Indi- 
ana, asking a reduction of postage to two cents per half 
ounce on prepaid matter, and that newspapers be carried 
by mail free to any distance not more than thirty miles from 
the place of their publication, 

By Mr. MORRIS: The petition of Ebin 8. Ricker and 211 
other citizens, of Clermont county, Ohio, asking Congress 
to establish a uniform rate of postage, not to exceed one 
cent on newspupers and two cents on each prepaid letter of 
half an ounce, for all distances, and for other corresponding 
reforms. 
| By Mr POTTER: The petition of D. B. Smith and 
| 32 others, citizens of Toledo, in the State of Ohio, for the 
| free navigation of the St. Lawrence river. 

By Mr. ROSE: The petition of John Mosher and 117 
others, citizens of Canandaigua, New York, for the estab- 
lishment of freedom in the territories, by act of Congress. 
| Also, the petition of Junn Mosher and 120 others, citizens 

of Canandaigua, New York, praying for the passage of a 
| law, by Congress, securing to fugitives the right of trial by 


ury. 
’ By Mr. HENRY: The petition of Daniel Roberts and 133 
others, citizens of Manchester, Vermont, for cheap postage. 

By Mr. BOOTH: The petition of Harlow [shell and 122 
others, citizens of Guilford, in the State of Connecticut, 
praying that provision be made by law, that whenever a per- 
son shall be arrests d as a fugitive slave in any State other 
than that in which he is alleged to have been held to service, 
| he shall not be delivered to the claimantor his agent, ex- 
cepton the finding of a jury that he is the slave of the 
| claimant. ; 

Also, the pejition of Harlow Isbell and 122 others, citi- 
zens of Guilford, in the State of Connecticut, praying that 
no State be hereafter admitted into the Union, unless the 
constitution of such State shall expressly prohibit the ex- 
istence of slavery within its limits. 

Also, ‘he petition of David Root and 128 others, citizens 
of Guilford, in the State of (onnecticut, praying that 
slavery and the slave trade, may be expressly prohibited, by 
act of Congress, in all the territories in the United States. 

By Mr. PUTNAM: The petition of J. L. Madden and 60 
others, citizens of Alabama, New York, for two cent post- 
age on prepaid letters, not exceeding half an ounce in 


weight. 

Also, the petition of John R. Olmsted and 40 others, citi- 
zens of Lodi, New York, for the same, object. 
| Also, a resolution of the Congregational Church, of China, 

New York, for the same object. 

By Mr. GREEN: The petition of citizens of Missouri, 

praying a reduction of the rates of postage, and the abolition 
of the franking aioe . 
By Mr. CONGER: The petition of 220 citizens and elec- 
| tors of Caynga county, New York, praying that provision 
be made by law, that whenever a person shall be arrested as 
a fugitive slave in any State other than that in which he is 
alleged to be held to service, he shalf not be delivered to the 
claimant, or his agent, except on the finding of a jury that 
he is the slave of the claimant. 

By Mr. KAUPMAN: The petition of citizens of Rusk 
county, Texas, in favor of free postage. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Logansport, Louisiana, 
and vici..ity, fora mail-route from Shrevesport, Louisiana, 
via L sportand Shelbyville, to Nacogdoches. 

By Mr. SCHERMERHORN : The petition of 209 citizens 
of ester and Monroe counties, New York, asking for 
' an appropriation of thirty thousand dollars for the repair of 
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the pier, and the inrprovement of the harbor, at the mouth 
of the Genesee river 


Also, the petition of Elizabeth Swart, for pay for services 


performed by her deceased (ather, Adam Swart. 


By Mr. WALDO: the petition of Timothy Cowles and 29 
other citizens of the town of Farmington, Connecticut, re- 
specting the arrest of fugitive slaves. 

Also, the petition of Samuel Deming and 28 other citizens 
of the town of Farmington, Connecticut, asking for the pro- 
a of the slave trade and slavery in the District of Co- 

umbia. 

Also, the petition of A. F. Williams and 28 other citizens 
of the town of Farmington, Connecticut, asking that slavery 
and the slive tr'de may be expressly prohibited, by act of 
Congres=, in all the territories of the United States. 

Also, the petition of C. M. Miner and 28 other citizens of 
Farmington, Connecticut, praying that no State be hereafter 
admitted into the Union, unless the constitution of such 
State shall expressly prohibit the existence of slavery within 
its limits. 

By Mr. KING, of Massachusetts: The petition of Wil- 
liam H. Haskell and 114 others, voters of Gloucester, Mas- 
sachusetts, for the repeal of all laws authorizing slavery in 
the District of Columbia, or for the removal of the seat of 
the National Government. 

Also, the petition of William H. Haskell and 115 others, of 
Gloucester, against the admission of any slave States into 
the Union. 

Also, the petition of Henry H. Haskell and 116 others, of 
Gloucester, for a jury trial for persons arrested us fugitives 
from slavery. 

Also, the petition of Alexander 8. Holmes and 115 other 
vi ters of Gloucester, for the prohibition of slavery and the 
slave trade in all the territories of the United States. 

By Mr. GOODENOW : The petition of Jonn K. Miller 
and 195 other citizens of Waldoboro’, in the State of Ma ne, 
representing, that the laws of July 30, 1846, fixing the duty 
upon wood, unmanufactured, cord wood, bark, &e., in 
such a manner as to admit it into our ports at from fifteen to 
twenty per cent. per cord, and fish, whether fresh, smoked, 
salted, dried, or pi kled, at from twelve to fifteen cents per 
quintal, is wholly inadequate for the protection of the const- 
ing trade, wood-cutt- rs, and fishermen of the State—the 
duty being assessed upon the foreign value, instead of the 
value at the market, where it is sold; that the opening of 
our ports to British vessels, with their cargocs, from Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick, is injurious to the coasting 
trade and fishermen, enabling British vessels, with cargoes 
of lumber, wood, and fish, to sell at prices which are ruin- 
ous to Americans engaged in the same trade. They there- 
fore ask, that the present laws may be so amended, aa that 
wood and bark coming from British colonies, shall pay a 
duty equivalent to two dollars per cond, other kinds of 
lumber in proportion, and fish one dollar per quintal. 

Also, the petition of James Hovey and 75 others, citizens 
of Waldoboro’, in the State of Maine, fora reduction of 
postage. 

By Mr. DISNEY: The petition of sundry citizens of Cin- 
cinnati, praying for the repeal of an act in relation to Wood- 
worth’s patent, &e. 

By Mr. ROSE: The petition of C. E. Lamport and 240 
others, citizens of Livingston county, New York, relative 
to Woodworth’s patent. 

Also, the petition of W. H.C. Hosmer and 100 others, 
citizens of Livingston county, New York, praying for cheap 


tage. 

By Mr. BOWIE: The memorial of N. W. Broome, ex- 
ecutor of Colonel John Broome, praying remuneration for 
damages sustained by the late Colonel John Broome, from 
the destruction of his property by the British forces, during 
the war of 1812 and 1814. 

By Mr. FOWLER: The petition of William N. Hawkins 
and 93 others, citizens of Fall River, Massachusetts, pray- 
ing for a reducton of postage on prepaid letters to two 
cents per half ounce. 

By Mr. CASEY: A petition for a mail-route from Selins- 
grove, in Union county, to Williamsport, Lycoming county, 
Pennsylvania. 

Also, a petition from citizens of Sullivan county, for a 
new mail-route in said county. 

Also, four petitions from various citizens of the thirteenth 
congressional district in Pennsylvania, praying Congress to 
establish an Agricultural bureau. 

Also, a petition from John Walls and others, on the sub- 
ject of cheap postage. 

By Mr. BURROWS: The petition of Edward Wilbur and 
others, citizens of the county of Orleans, New York, pray- 
ing for the repeal of an act, approved February 2th, 1845, 
entitled “ An act toextend a patent heretofore granted to 
William Woodworth.” 

By Mr. JACKSON, of New York: The petition of G. W. 
Booth, Daniel Stevens, and &0 others, citizens of Chemung 
county, New York, praying the repeal of the law of Con- 
gress of February 26, 1845, extending to the heirs and repre- 
sentatives of the late Wm. Woodworth, the exclusive right 
to a certain planing machine. 

Also, the petition of William Linn, John H. Selkry, snd 
25 others, citizens of Tompkins county, New York, asking 
for three cents postage on pre paid letters, for any distance 
not exceeding 300 miles, and five cents for all over that 
distance ; and that newspapers be transmitted by mail, 30 
miles from the place of printing, or within the Congressional 
district in which ne are printed, free of portage, and for 
the abolition of the franking privilege. m 

Also, a like petition of M. Smith, H. Ciock, and 50 others 
of the same county, and on the same subject. 





Wasninoton Crry, March 14, 1850. 
To the Eilitors of the Globe : 

Gentiemen : In Mr. HititaRrn’s letter in the Globe of chis 
morning, he nas not been satirfied by giving an explanation 
of conduct, of which I thought, and still think, I had a right 
to complain. 

Tam willing to let that issue stand before the members of 
the House an the pablic. T know no member of Congress 
will be willing to allow, ander like circumstances, what Mr. 
Hitciarp says he had a right to do. 

But Mr. HriutaRp is not content with explanation. He 
says, “I might complain of very hareh interpolations in Mr. 











‘show the impropriety of admitting Deseret into the 
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Brawiy’s comarks by bis own hand, bat [do not.” If that || Union, but also to convince the Government that 


jx not complaining, [do not understand what be means. || ‘ y 
Now, f say, afier careful examination Of the reporter’s potex, | no Salt-Lake Mormon should be allowed to hold 


J cann (find the harsh interpolations” inmy own hand,of |, 80y Office, either at the Salt-Lake valley or Coun- 
which Mr. H. says he could complain. No memberofCon- || cil Bluffs. They charge them also with having 


row ever foved who was able to write out remarks in the || i i 
a ooeds in Sehigh toea-aabneantmamnemabenenne as || commenced a warfare against the liberty of speech 


1} ° #.° ° 

in (tis case, the repaster only furnished me leading words || and of the press, and against the religious rights of 
as (6 the Tatter portion of tay speech. If Mr. Hintiarn || American citizens who do not acknowledge their 
means to say, by “fharsh interpolations,” that | added re- || supremacy. 
marks in writing from the reporter’s notes, harsher than || ‘The memorial was referred to the Committee on 
those used by mé on the floor of the House, then I must | the P Oft aP Road . 
deny positively the charge. If be will furnish the report | “Me Fost ce and Fost hoads. 
— wre of his speeeh, twill furnish mine, and allow any | MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 
rien © may select to jotige between us, whether he or! || = — ia 
udhefed with the Gioia falioed fo te eee oe : || .Mr. WALKER presented a petition of citizens 

But Mr. Hittiann says, he “much prefersto withhold re- | of Beloit, Wisconsin, asking the adoption of 
marks,’” &e. ‘Now, I assure him, f am notat all obliged for || measures for the adjustment of international diffi- 
this cleneney, and had mueh rather he would boldly charge, aajties by arbitration; which was referred to the 
than say be “might complain.” i} wy mg R le ‘ 

I regret this controversy very much; and “I much prefer || Committee on Foreign Relations. ; 
to withhold remarks,” &c. 1 will add, that [deeply regret- | Mr. SHIELDS presented the memorial of a 
ted the unfriendly debate in the House on Friday last, and || convention of citizens of Illinois, held at Vanda- 


after the adjournment, I mentioned to both the reporters of || 1; ; : : 
the Globe, that it was an unpleasant affair to my feelings, i} lin, in that State, asking the right of way and a 


and wrilesy Mr. Hunetarp reported his remarks, 1 would not | portion of the public land, to the Mississippi and 

report mine, and ifthey reported his, to report mine, with- || Atlantic Railroad Company, incorporated by the 

out any supervision or aid from me. || State of Illinois; which was referred to the Com- 

“The controversy must end somewhere.” It shall not || wittee on Public Lands 

be my fault if itis continued. Respectfalty, &e., 1] vo > fy 'g 

EDW. STANLY. || , Mr. JONES presented a petition of citizens of 

ditideriiidsine dae eee creek || the States of Iowa and Illinois, asking the removal 

|| of obstructions to the navigation of the Mississip- 

IN SENATE. ! piriver, atthe Des Moines and Rock-River Rapids; 

Tuorspar, March 14, 1850. || which was referred to the Committee on Com- 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- || Merce. gp. si 
ute the following communication from the Secre- ||, Also, a petition from citizens of Clayton county, 
tary of the Navy; which wos read and laid on the || lowa, asking the establishment of a mail-route 
table: || from Coleburg to Elkader, and the discontinuance 
Navy Department, March 13, 1859. | of the route from Garnaville to Elkader, in that 
Sin: Agreeably to a resolution of the Senate of the Lith || State; which was referred to the Comunittee on the 
instant, | have the honor to transmit herewith the report of Post-Office and Post Roads. , 


Professor James P. Eapy, on meteorology, made to this de- i ’ 
partment on the 12th March, 1849, togetier with the charts TRIAL BY JURY FOR FUGITIVE SLAVES. 


on Soames a ae ae oe tie es Mr.SEWARD. Lpresent the petition of citi- 
rave the honor te vy “dient || * ¥ 
servant, , WM. BALLARD PRESTON. zens of West Bloom eld, in the State of New 


Hon. Mivtarp FILLMore, '| York, praying that the right of trial by jury may 
Vice President U. 8. and President of the Senute. || be secured to persons claimed as fugitives from 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I have a petition from || labor or service, when arrested in any other State 
the people of Paducah, in the State of Kentucky, || than that in which their service may be claimed; 
very namerously signed, praying for the establish- | and a similar petition from citizens of Hamilton, 
meat of a port of entry at that place, and also || Madison county, in the same State. | move, 
praying for an appropriation of the sum of $50,000 || that without reading, they be referred to the Com- 
for the purpose of clearing out the obstructions of || mittee for the District of Columbia. 
the Grand Chain, a work which, if accomplished, | The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moved that 
would enable any boat ascending the Mississippi || these petitions be received and referred to the Com- 
river, that could reach Cairo, to reach Paducah, || mittee on the District of Columbia. 
which is a very thriving town. I move that, | Mr. PRATT. What are the petitions? 
without reading, it be referred to the Committee || ‘The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
on Commerce, | desire to have them read ? 


The petition was so refered. | Mr. PRATT. : desire to know what they are, 
; || in some way or other. : 
THE LATTERDAY, BAIN AM? || The VICE PRESIDENT, (to Mr. Sewarp.) 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. I have also a petition || The Senator from New York will please to state 
from the President, I believe he styles himself, of || the object of the petitioners, 
the Mormon Church of Latter-day Saints, together || Mr. SEWARD. They are petitions praying 
with the twelve aposties. They present very || thata law may be passed securing the right of 
grievous complaints against their brethren of Dese- 1 wial by jury to persons claimed as fugitives from 
ret, and charge that the Mormons about Coun- |} labor or service. 
cil Bluffs, who have possession of that region Mr. PRATT. Mr. President, I do hope that 
of district, and control the post-office, obstruct the || these petitions may not be received by the Senate. 
free circulation of information through their papers, |, It does seem to me that, of all classes of the peti- 
by which they are prevented from enlightening || tions of this kind that have been excluded under 
that sect, and spreading useful information among || some practice or rule of the Senate, which I do not 
them. They wish the interposition of Congress, | pretend exactly to comprehend, this is the most 
and -particularly the Post-Office Department, and | dangerous, because it is the most calculated to ex- 
that free information may be circulated among their || cite the public mind, of any of the petitions intro- 
brethren. [The petition was sent to the Secretary’s || duced here. 
desk,.] [visa petition from Isaac Sheen, whorepre- Now, sir, I understand that the reception of pe- 
sents hiniself as first counsellor to the prophet, || tions of this kind is placed upon the ground, by 
Wm. Smith, and president of the Aaronic priest- } some Senators, and by some southern Senators, 
hood of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day || too, that the subject to which they relate is pend- 
Saints, together with two apostles and some twelve || ing before the Senate. Now I oie it must 
high-priesta, urging very grave complaints against | be apparent to everybody that, if this be the rule, 
their brother Mormons, whom they designate us the || it is only necessary, as the Senator from New 
Sait-Lake Mormon banditti. These people set forth || York has done, to offer an amendment to some bill 
that Council Bluffs is principally settled by Salt- || pending before the Senate, and by that means to 
Lake Mormons, who are governed eee otf as mtroduce petitions upon any subjects, whether or 


i| 
1} 
| 





well as spiritual affairs by the secret | of fifty || not they may come within the jurisdiction of the 
men, that also rules the Salt Lake territory, and by || Senate, and to make it legitimate for the petitions 
Brigham Young, their governor, president, prophet, || 40 come before the Senate, because the subject to 
seer, revelator, and inquisitorial chief. They assert || which they relate has been brought before the 
that these people obstruct the receipt of the reli- || Senate by way of amendment, as a subject of 
gious newspaper called the ‘ Melchisedek and || legislation. 

laronice Herald,’’ and letters to their friends and ook at the petition now before us, which has 
relations in that quarter, arid implore the protection been presented by the Senator from New York. 
of Congress from the tyranny, injustice, and po- | OF all the subjects which are now exciting the peo- 
litical intrigues of the Salt-Lake banditti, and in- || ple of this country, the escape of fugitive slaves is 
sist that the'treasonable acts and designs of the perhaps the most exciting, as it, ia the one most 
Salt-Lake combingtion are sufficient, not only to || felt. TheSenator from New York has introduced 
i as an amendment, to some bill before the Senate, 
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as I understand, that no fugitive slave a 
livered up uatil, by a trial by jury, nen 
be a slave—in other words, it is a practical den; 
of the whole right of the slaveholder ver. hi 
slave, if he gets beyond ‘the jarisdiction of his 
own State; because everybody knows—the ho . 
able Senator from New York himeett knows—ih, . 
a case recently occurred in his own State, in wh; 2 
a slave, having escaped from Maryland, under th 
pretext of the judge that the’ printed jaws f 
Maryland were not sufficient evidence of the | : 
itself, without allowing the party claiming i” 
slave time to return to Maryland for the “e oo 
of getting the authenticated law, the slave was ¢, : 
RT ; a 

I repeat, sir, that of all the subjects doing har 
at the South, and producing excitement, the ma 
cape of fugitive slaves is doing the most harm 
because it has been felt more practically than any 
other of the causes of complaint. 1 do hope this 
petition may not be received, and I ask the yeas 
and nays uron it. 

Mr. HALE. I listened with some astonish. 
ment to the suggestion made by the Senator fron, 
Maryland 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Will the Senato; 
suspend for a moment? The question is on the 
reception of these petitions, and on that question 
the yeas and nays are demanded. Shall the yeas 
and nays be taken? 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HALE. [| confess it was with a good dea! 
of astonishment that 1 listened to the remarks 
which have been made by the Senator from Mary- 
land this morfiing. If I have been rightly in- 
formed by several Senators with whom I have 
conversed On the subject, there is not a slave State 
in the Union—thereis not a State where slavery is 
recognized by law—but in which an individual, 
allegeng that he is entitled to his freedom under 
the laws of the State in which he is held, is enti- 
tled to a legal trial, to ascertain whether he be a 
slave or not. If I am wrong in that, 1 wish to be 
corrected. I have been told that it certainly ig the 
law in many, if not most, of the slave States, that 
a person thus situated, is entitled to a trial—such a 
trial as the laws of the State give him—and | ap- 
prehend, in most States, to a trial by jury. Weil, 
air, if, in Maryland or Virginia, where slavery is 
recognized by law, an indtvidual has the right of 
trial—such a trial as the laws of the State give him, 
to ascertain whether he is a slave or not—if that is 
the right of a slave in a slave State, is it asking « 
great deal that freemen in the free States should 
have the same right? 

What is the bill that is now before the Senate, 
to which the Senator from Maryland has alluded? 
{ confess that 1 have read it with a good deal of 
pain and regret. As I understand that law, any 
man that wants a victim, and that can purchase 
an affidavit—and affidavits can be purchased, | 
suppose, in the slave as well as in the free States— 
under this law, may go into one of the free Siates— 
he may go, Mr. President, into your house or into 
mine—he may seize your wife or your child, and 
upon an ex parte affidavit, taken behind our backs, 
hundreds and thousands of miles off, the wile of 
your bosom or the children of your love may be 
wrenched from your protection, and upon the 
strength of this ex parte affidavit, hurried off — 

Mr. BUTLER. Blacks. 

Mr. HALE. Sir, it does not say blacks, but 
anybody; and I have seen some that are holden 
as slaves, that it* would be very difficult to tell 
by their complexions what their parentage was. 
I say that anybody, black or white, upon the 
strength of an ex parte affidavit, takea behind their 
backs, may be hurried off to a fate, compared to 
which, the refuge of the grave were a relief. And 
is it too much, sir, that we ask, and simply ask, 
that when such a claim as this is made, trial by 
jury, habeas corpus, and every privilege dear 
freemen, may be exercised in our own States? 

Mr. KING. I call the Senator to order. It 
must be determined whether we will receive the 
paper before it is open to discussion, When it 8 
determined to receive it, as I suppose, from the 
votes recently taken, it will be, it will then be in 
the power of the Senator to deliver his eulogy 0" 
the blacks and the horforsof slavery; but not be- 


fore. j ‘5 
The VICE PRESIDENT: The Chair is of 
i that it is inorder to discuss the question 
reception. ENA 














“Mr. HALE. I ask the indulgence of the Sena- 
or for one moment. The Senator from Maryland 
\ir. Prat?] made a speech on the question of re- 
tio and I understand that the question of re- 
ception is debatable. - ‘ 

Me VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair under- 
sands that it is debatable. _ : ; 

Mr. KING. The Chair is wrong, if he decides 
that it is debatable. The rule is, that the indi- 
yidual presenting the paper shall state the sub- 
gance of it, in order that the Senate shall judge 
yhether it shall be received or not. The question 
then comes up, if the presiding officer knows that 
ihere is objection to the reception of the paper, or 
if @jection is made, Shall the paper be received? | 
{nd all that can be done, legitimately, is to take | 
ihe statement of the person presenting the petition 
or paper, or to ask the reading of it, as has fre- 

yently been done, to ascertain the substance of 
i, When it is received, it is a fair subject for 
jiscussion, and you may go into all the matters 
embraced in it; but not till then, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair may be | 
yrong. The Chair understands the Senator from 
Algbama to say, that the question of reception is 
pot debatable at all. 

Mr. KING. Certainly not. 

Mr. HALE. The practice has been different, 





en. 

Ore KING. No, sir; it has not. 

The VICK PRESIDENT. The Chair does not 
know by what rule the right is limited. 

Mr. KING. 1 appeal to the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, [Mr. Cuay,} whether | am not right in the 
sigtement | have made? for in the House of 
Representatives, in a celebrated case—where Mr. 
Randolph was in the habit of getting up and say- 
ing, | intend to present such and such papers, and 
then going into a very long speech, so as, in some | 
cases, to weary the patience of the House, and | 
then withdrawing thtm—the honorable Senator 
from Kentucky, [Mr. Cuay,] then presiding offi- 
cer, decided that pa 
and first received, 
place. Am I right? 

Mr. CLAY assented. 





The VICE PRESIDENT. When that decision || ing, but took his seat. 


was made in the House, that it could not be de- 
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| business has been delayed for the discussion of | 
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was ultimately denied. The precedent, it seems 
to me, therefore, is in point. 
Mr. DICKINSON. The business to which 


appro ; 
therefore, be, to lay it on the table. C 
what is to be the result of all these abolition peti- 
tions. 
month of the session. The most urgent public 


this one question, directly or collaterally. Nothing 
else can come up but abolition, until the very at- 
mosphere is fetid, as in abolition meeting. In 
order to save the Chair and the Senate from the 
embarrassing question in which it is involved, I 
propose to make the appropriate disposition of this 
question—the one that belongs to any petition 
where a bill has been reported. I move to lay the 
question of reception and the question of order on 
the table. 


Mr. HALE. I raise the question of order, 


be in order, and was allowed, though reception | 


titions relate, has already been reported | 

the appropriate commi tee, and the bill || 
reported is now on the orders of the Senate. The | 
riate disposition of the petition would, | 
I cannot tell | 
We are now in the middle of the fourth | 


whether it is competent for the Senator from New | 
York to make the motion, I having been called to | 


order, and under the rules of the Senate, took my 
seat? The only question is, whether I was in 
order. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair asked | 


the Senator from New Hampshire whether he 


claimed the floor; ard the Senator from Ohio [Mr. | 


Cuase] rose and tools it. 

Mr. HALE. On the point of order. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I have a right to move to 
lay the question of order on the table. 

Mr. HALE. Not while I have the floor. 


Mr, DICKINSON. Discussion has intervened | 


since the Senator had the floor. 

Mr. HALE. No, sir; [ was called to order, 
and took my seat under the rules, while the ques- 
tion of order was pending; and it is not compe- 


rs must be sent to the Chair || tent for any one to interfere with my right to the | 
fore discussion could take || floor. 


‘ 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
New Hampshire, when called to order, said noth- 
When the Senator from 


Alabama [Mr. Kina] had made the point of order, 


bated, there was no question pending, whether the || the Senator from Ohjo rose, as the Chair supposed, 


petition be received. In this case there is such a 
motion; and the Chair does not perceive why de- 
bate may not be had on it, as well as on any other 
motion, 

Mr. KING. I have another ground of opposi- 
tion to debate being allowed. The proposition 
now before the Senate is, to lay the motion of re- | 
ception on the table. 

Mr. HALE. No, that motion has not been | 
made, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The only motion 
before the Senate is, that the petition be received. 

Mr. KING, The Senator from Maryland ob- 
jected to the reception of the petition; and I under- 
— him to move to lay the question on the 
lable, 

Severan Senators. No; he did not. 

Mr, CHASE. I wish to make a single remark 
on the question of order, with the view of direct- 
ing the attention of the Senate to a precedent in 
sees That precedent is the debate in the British 
‘atliament upon the subject of receiving a memo- 
nal from one of the American colonies, at a very 
tarly period of the differences between this country 
tnd Great Britain. The question was, whether 
the right of petition should be so far observed as 
(0 receive that memorial, which was presented to 
the House of Lords, as this petition is presented to 
the American Senate, - Upon the question whether 
the petition should be received or not, there was 
grave and full debate, which terminated at length 
in the defeat of the friends of freedom, and of the 
right of petition in that body; and that petition— 
the petition of an American colony, setting forth 
the grievances of which America complained —was 
refused reception by the House of Lords of Great 
Britain. But even that body did not go so far as 
It is proposed 


to go here; they did not refuse to 

be debate upon the question of reception. 
€ same rule prevailed there that prevails here; 
the member noting the petition was required 
‘0 state the aullionce of it, and the substance being 
#lated, the question then arose upon the reception 


of the petition. Debate upon this question of re- 
‘eption was, in the case I Ge referred to, held to 


j 


| 





| 


| of trial te 


to discuss the question; and the Chair inquired 
whether the Senator from New Hampshire yielded 
the floor, 
Mr. HALE. Upon the point of order only. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair heard 
o reply; but the Senator from Ohio rose and ad- 
ressed the Senate. 
Mr. HALE. He said expressly that he rose to 
the point of order. 
r.CHASE. [I stated distinctly that I rose to 
the question. of order, and for the purpose of bring- 


ing under the attention of the Senate a precedent | 


which I thought applied to the case. 

The VICE P IDENT. The Chair is of 
opinion that the Senator from New Hampshire, 
having the floor, cannot be deprived of it by the 
point of order. 

Mr. HALE. I will occupy the attention of the 
Senate but a single moment. The Senator from 
Alabama misunderstood me, if he supposed that I 
was delivering a eulogy on the horrors of slavery; 
I was commending it. I was speaking in favor of 
the slave States, because they give the right of trial 
to a person that alleges that he is a freeman, and, 


instead of speaking of the horrors of slavery, | } 


was contrasting it favorably with the situation of 
us in the free States, or in States called free, show- 
ing that the slave States give the slave more rights 
n this bill grants to freemen in the free 
States. “That was it; and having made that point, 
{ wish to say, once for all, that [ can never con- 
sent to purchase peace by the surrender of such a 
right a8 that most valuable right, “ formidable,” 
in the words of the Declaration of Independence, 
‘to tyrants only.”’? | want to say another word 
to the Senator from New York, (Mr. Dickinson,] 
whose sensibilities, even to his olfactories, are dis- 


turbed by the introduction of discussions of this 


sort. ho introduced the discussion this morn- 


‘ing? Was it one of the “ fanatical Abolitionists,”’ 


or was the individual who disturbed the Senate the 


' oo, from Maryland? Who raised this de- 


te? Ifanything offends the nostrils of the New 
York Senator this morning, it comes south of Ma- 
son and Dixon’s line, and not north, because we 
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were not guilty of the agitation or discassion of 
this matter. | wish to say here, now and forever, 
that for one, I can never consent, on any terms, 
conditions, or considerations, to surrender that 
right for which the fathers of the revolution periled 
everything they had on earth—that is, the rght of 
trial by jury. It was one of the causes assigned 
in the Declaration of Independence, that justified 
our fathers in going into the revolutionary war, 
that they had been in many cases deprived of the 
right of trial by jury. And if the right of trial by 
jury was worth a seven years’ bloody war in 1776, 
it is certainly worth a struggle on this floor, and it 
will not be surrendered by me, at least, at any haz- 
ard, or for fear of any consequences. , 

Mr. DICKINSON. I am not to be drawn into 
any debate on this subject; but [ will repeat what 
I said before, that we are now in the middle of the 


| fourth month of the session, and this subject, di- 


rectly and collaterally, has engaged the entire 
attention of both branches of Congress up to this 
time, Every important measure—the census bill, 
the financial bill, and the appropriation bill even, 
and the ordinary reports from committees—are all 
behind, because this question, which in nine-tenths 
of the instances is presented merely in some ab- 
stract view, must be daily discussed. Now, sir, 
I think the appropriate disposition of this petition 
would be, to lay it on the table, from the fact, that 
a bill on the subject to which it refers, has already 
been reported from the committee, and is now be- 
fore the Senate—and therefore the petition requires 
no reference. To get rid of this question, and in 


|| order to get at the public business, and allow the 


several committees to make their reports, | move 


|| to lay the petition on the table. 


Mr, BADGER. I ask my friend from New 
York to withdraw his motion for a moment, 

Mr. DICKINSON. I will, if my friend will 
renew it. 

Mr. BADGER. I will. I merely wish to 
make a remark, and not to detain the Senate but 
fora moment. [| am very sorry that the Senator 
from Maryland (Mr. Prarr] thought it necessary 
to raise this questicn on the imtroduction, as it 
appears to me, of a petition perfectly germane 
and proper, as the subject-matter to which it refers 
is now before the Senate. What is the petition? . 
It is a petition praying Congress, in any bill that 
may pass for the recapture of fugitive slaves, to 
secure to them the right of trial by jury. Now, 
it is said, we have a bill before us on that subject; 
that is frue. It is said, too, that we have an 
amendment to it before us; that is also true. 
But does it furnish any reason why the people of 
the United States should not have a right to ex- 
press their opinions to the Senate as to the form? 
we shail give to the measure we are going to adopt 
It seems to me gentlemen are running away with 
this subject, and for misled objects. It is said, 
that the object is to prevent the producing of ex- 
citement; but permit me to say, in the most kind 
and friendly manner, that whatever he may de- 
sign, the course the Senator from Maryland is 
now taking, if persisted in, will but increase the 
excitement 

Mr. SEWARD, (in his seat.) There is no 
doubt of it. 

Mr. BADGER. And will but tend to produce 
the very results he desires to avoid. It is placing 
us ina false position on this subject, and as if we 
thought that no man in the country, no body of 
men, in whatever respectful terms they thought 
proper to use—had afright to indicate to us their 
views as to the adoption of a particular measure 
before this body. 1 hope to show, when I have an 
opportunity of presenting my views on the sub- 
ject, that what is asked by the petitioners, is ab- 
surd and preposterous, and that all the declama- 
tion we have beard in regard to it, has just as 
much to do with deciding this question as it has 
an abstract question in theology. I expect to 
show and to demonstrate this, not to the satisfac- 
tion of the Senator from New Hampshire, because 
he has declared that he meant to hold on to’his 
position any how; but because I differ from the 
petitioners, does that imply that the petitioners 
have no right to present and to ask the Senate to 
shape the bill as they may think proper? It seems 
to me that this would be carrying the thing to an 
extreme. 

I renew the motion to Jay on the table, as [ 

romised the Senator from New York | would do, 

t at the same time I will not vote for it, because 
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then lay it on the table. 
Mr. DICKINSON. If there are other Sen- 
ators who wish to speak on this subject, I ab- 


solve my ‘friend from North Carolina from his || 


promise to renew the motion. If it is the disposi- 
tion to continue the discussion, and consume the 
time, the responsibility is not with me. 

— BADGER. 1 will withdraw the motion, 
then. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. 
motion haa been withdrawn, and, as the Senator 
from New York assents, without the purpose of 
renewing it; for it seems to me to be preposter- 
ous-—absolutely preposterous—that we should 
undertake to object to the reception of a petition 
that is sent here from persons who have a right to 


petition Congress, if any body bas a right to, and | 


when that petition relates to a subject-matter pend- 


ing here in this hall—a subject-matter about which | 
nobody doubts our power of legislation, and | 


which most of the Senators here have announced 
their readiness to discuss, and to pass some law in 
relation to. Now, is there a Senator on the other 
side of the house willing to vote against the re- 
ception of a petition like that? It is germane to 
the matter; and although they may approve or 
disapprove of the opinions expressed in it, do 
they mean to deny the right to petition on that 
topic? | trust there are none who will do so. I 
trust that we shall record no such thing on our 
journals. 

Mr. KING. I do not suppose the Senator from 
Massachusetts understood me as making any ob- 
jection whatever to the reception of the peution; 
and L called the Senator from New Hampshire to 


order, because he was engaged in its discussion | 


improperly, according to the decision as I stated 
it to be, before the reception of the petition. I 
made no remarks whatever, nor did I intend to 
make any, against the reception of the petition. 
Mr. DAVIS. If the Senator will permit me, 
the motion to lay the motion to receive on the 
table, of itself implies an objection against the 
petition. 
Mr. KING. 
Mr. DAVIS. 
Senators did. 
Mr. KING. I made no objection to its recep- 
tion. The Senator from Maryland did object to 
the reception of the paper, and on that motion 
a debate sprung up, which [| wished to arrest, that 
we might proceed in regular order; and when the 
petition was received, as there was no doubt it 
would be, the Senator from New Hampshire could 
go on and discuss it if he thought proper. Cer- 
tainly, there is a great difference between petitions 
of the kind presented, although all looking to the 
subject of slavery. ‘There are portions of them 
which may be received with propriety, because 
we have the power of legislative action on the sub- 
ject; and besides, there is but little probability, 
whatever may be the fanatical spirit in the land, 
that the views of this petition can be carried out by 
any legislative enactment here, and if so carried 
out, consequences that the Senator from New 
Hampshire aed others do not anticipate, will flow 
from it, which they would deplore. Suill, as it is 
a subject of legislative enactment, and as the ques- 
tion ia now before the Senate, I should have made 
no objection whatever to the reception of petitions 
of thatdescription. There are others that are ab- 
horrent to me, and which ought to be abhorrent to 
every honest man, whether on this floor or not, 
and which ought not to be received—petitions 
which are a gross insult to the understanding of the 
country, and a gross insult to a large section of 
the Union. | made no such objection to this, and 
i went to the Seriator from Maryland and requested 
him to withdraw his objection and let the matter 
go. 1 hope he will still do so, and let it lie on the 
table and be taken up when the bill on the subject 
is under consideration. I said yesterday, and | 
will repeat it again, that 1 never will hereafter ob- 
ject to the reception of any petition, | care not 
what may be its character, or however disgraceful 
it may be to those who pregent them or to those 
who send them. 

Mr. DICKINSON. My motion was made 
solely to get rid of the discussion at the time, and 
not to object to the reception of petitions of this 
character. I treat the question to lay the motion 
of reception on the table, the same as if it was to 
lay the petition oa the table. I know that there 


I made no such motion. 
I know you did not; but other 
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|| tion to its reception be withdrawn, the petition 


|| petition refers, which 1s on the table, and there is 


I am glad the || 
i} 


| * preposterous,” and all the application by it was, 


| all admit is before us for consideration. 
|| what I considered preposterous. 


|| assigned by the Senator from Massachusetts is, 





| some of the Senators who have complained of my 
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I believe it is proper to receive the petition, and | is some technical distinction drawn between the 
| two motions; but I draw none such, and I care 








not what disposition is made of the petition, so 
that it be disposed of, and the Senate can proceed 
with the public business. If, however, the objec- 


will go where it belongs—on the table. My col- 
league has already presented an amendment on this 
subject; of trial by jury, to the Bill to which the 


where the petition also belongs. Let it go there. 
Mr. PRATT. I believe, since I have been here, 
I have not occupied as much time in speaking as 


motion. One Senator says that it is absurd and 
perposterous, and that it is one which would not be 
entertained by sensible men; and therefore I must 
now say something, or I must suffer myself to | 
be placed in the category in which the learned 
Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. Davis] has 
placed me. 

Mr. DAVIS. I did not have the Senator from 
Maryland in my eye at all, and I intended no per- | 
sonal allusion whatever. I believe | used the word 


that it seemed to me preposterous to say that a 
petition should not come here on a subject which 
That is 


Mr. PRATT. Now it is preposterous that this 
question should be introduced here, and the reason 


because the subject is before the Senate for its 
legislative action. Well, how is it before the Sen- 
ate? It is before the Senate because the Senator 
from New York has offered an amendment to a 
bill here securing to the South the right of recap- 
turing fugitive slaves, by which amendment, if 
passed, that very right is rendered entirely nuga- 
tory. If, therefore, every kind of petition can be | 
properly introduced here, because the subject is | 
before the Senate for legislative action, it is only | 

| 





necessary for a Senator, who desires the introduc- 
tion of a petition upon any subject, to introduce 
some amendment. He will then have the subject 
before the Senate, and, according to the rule of the 
Senators from Massachusetts and North Carolina, | 
petitions on those subjects are then proper to be 
introduced. Now, according to my understand- 
ing’of it, the Senate has adopted the rule or prac- 
tice, that certain petitions on this subject of slavery 


| shall not be received; and what is the object of 


this rule of practice? As I apprehend, it was, and 
the only legitimate object of it was, to prevent the 
excitement which is pervading the country. Now, 
if that was the object, then I say that no petitien 
can be presented to the Senate during the present 
session which is as likely to produce excitement, 
or so well calculated to produce it, as the petition 
now offered. I say that on this subject—von the 
recovery of fugitive slaves—there is more practical 
wrong done, at least to the people of my State, 
through the action of the non-slaveholding States, 
than on any other of these disturbing subjects of 
slavery. Weall know that this petition is, that 
the Constitution shall be violated, and with it the 
act of 1793, passed in pursuance of it; for every 
one knows that if they have, in Pennsylvania, or 
in any other State to which a slave may escape, 
the right of trial by jury, his delivery to his mas- 
ter is an impossibility. Every man in this body 
knows this, and therefore I look on this petition as 
one asking us to prevent the carrying out of the 
Constitution, and to destroy even the rights we 
have under the act 1793, passed in relation to that 
clause of the Constitution. 1 say that this is cal- 
culated to produce, in my State at least, more ex- 
citement than any one of the topics of slavery in- 
troduced here—petitions in regard to which, under 
the rule, are not received. ow, | do not under- 
stand this rule and practice of the Senate, unless 
it is based on the principle, that it is wrong to have 
excitement here, and that therefore all these topics 
should be excluded. 

The Senator from New Hampshire put it on 
another ground—that, under some law which I 
have never seen, his wife or daughter may be taken 
from him without a trial by jury. Now, sir, the 
article of the Constitution of the United States ap- 
plies to slaves; the act of 1793 applies to slaves; 
and I do not therefore understand the Senator—I 
do not comprehend him—when he says his wife 
or daughter may be taken from him without this 
trial by jury, by an affidavit, either from men at 
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the North or at the South, under the ay 
some bill now pending before the Ses . of 
reference to the Constitution, and the act of lian 
under which the South has the right to 183, 
claim their slaves when they escape from the li and 
of their own State to a sister State; and it oy 
reference to it, the petition, I believe, only Fe in 
and I hope it will be laid on the table. Ivis nn, 
these views I have felt it my duty, with ail an 
ence to those who are older Senators than m a 
to move to lay the question of reception op 
table. _ 
The VICE PRESIDENT. It is moveq th 
the question of reception be laid on the table ina 
on this question the yeas and nays are demanded 
The yeas and nays were ordered, and thes, 
ate refused to lay the question of reception on “a 
table. . 
Mr. SEWARD. I now move that the Petitior 
be received, and that it be laid on the table. ; 
Mr. UNDERWOOD. I call for a divisioy of 
the question. The gentleman moves to receiy. 
and lay on the table; which question I ask to i» 
divided. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question w, 


|| first be on the motion to receive the petition, 


i en Sanne race? It has been received, has 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The last question 
was on the motion to lay the question of reception 
on the table. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I wish to make but , 
remark or two. The Senator from New Hap. 
shire, who sits before me, (Mr. Haxe,] I think \s 
one of the most astute Senatorial gladiators, jy 
reference to this subject of slavery, that I have me 
with anywhere; and I think, sir, the remarks 
which he made ought not to go to the country, 
without being accompanied by something in tix 
shape ofareply. It is perfectiy manifest, that he 
wishes to getup a war upon the subject of the 
right of trial by jury; and these petitioners through. 
out the country, since this bill for the reclamation 
of fugitive slaves has been reported, seem to have 
taken in view the same object to make an issue, 
and to excite public sentiment upon that principle 
of American liberty. Now, sir, the idea thu! 
wish the northern people to consider, when they 
want to apply the right of trial by jury to the sul- 
ject of the recapture of fugitive slaves, is this: 
Where is that jury trial to take place? At home 
where it can take place, or shall it take place in 
the country to which the fugitive flees? Now, sir, 
the people of the South have always regarded the 
fact, that the northern people distrusted their t- 
bunals, and refused even to deliver up those who 
were indicted for crimes, for the purpose of being 
tried for them at the South, as one of- the greatest 
grievances which they experienced. It is an in- 
sult where there is no cause for it; it, sir, irritates 
the whole South, and it is but a way of saying, 
that as you have no magistracy or law by which 
you can give a fair and impartial trial to those 
who may be accused and indicted for crime, hence 
we will not surrender to you, to be tried by your 
judiciary and your juries at home, those who may 
be indicted for offences there. Now, | wish 
ask the North, and the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire, this simple question: Do you intend by these 
trials by jury, to institute in the State to which 
the fugitive slave may escape, anything like a final 
adjudicatian upon the rights of the party? Do you 
intend, by the transfer of jurisdiction to the tert- 
tory where the slave may be apprehended, a fine! 
settlement of the controvery, so as to make the 
adjudication in that case a bar to any trial at home. 
Sir, if that be the object of the gentleman, he must 
see at once, that it becomes a question of very 

reat importance on the part of the people of the 
uth, to resist anything like a change of venue '¢ 
reference to these rights, from their own tribune! 
at home, where the owners reside, and where \«* 
timony may be had, to a foreign jurisdiction, a4 
to the procrastination incident to a controversy © 
that sort. ; 

Mr. BALDWIN. Suppose the man seized # 
a slave has always resided in the place where 
is seized, what then? 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I will answer the Sen 
tor. Sir, we have in all the States, so far & 
know, something like examining tribunals. YoU 
arrest a man for crime, and you examine into the 
case before putting him upon his final trial, b 


fore you even take the case before a grand jur ) 
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long before you go to the tit jury, to decide 
o his guilt or innocence. Now, what I regard 


and 
; we ecessary in the apprehension of a fugitive, is 
this preparatory examining investigation, where 


the question ought to be, is he a fugitive; and 
where you make outa primd facie case against 
him, then take and restore him to the neighbor- 
hood whence he fled, and there have an investiga- 
tion into the question as to whether he is really 
free or a slave. _ But the whole object seems to 
be to transfer this question of jurisdiction, and not 
jet the investigation be a mere preliminary one, | 
but to make it a final decision of the controversy, 
and thereby to transfer the place of decision from 
the State whence the fugitive goes, to the State 
where he is taken, If that is the object the Sena- 
tor from New New Hampshire now pursues, and 
the issue he is about to make, under this idea of 
having a jury trial in behalf of human liberty, it 
must be seen at once, that it is a vastly important 
question in reference to the interests which are in- | 
volved; and it must be seen at once, also, that you 
are throwing every obstacle in the way of the in- 
dividual who claims the fugitive, and that you are 
involving him in cost and delay—and especially 
that of getting his witnesses face to face, before 
the examining tribunal—where the arrest takes 
Jace. 

eo have merely thrown out these ideas in the 
hope that they might go to the country with the 
remarks of the Senator from New Hampshire, 
and induce northern minds to consider this thing, 
while they are wishing to change the venue, as to 
the owner of a slave, to a free State. 

Mr. FOOTE. I move that this subject he passed 
by informally, that the order of the day may be 
taken up, as the hour has arrived. 

Mr. SEWARD. The motion is merely to re- 
ceive the petition and lay it on the table. [ think 
there will be no more debate. 

Mr. FOOTE. I have no objection, if it can at 
once be disposed of. 

The petition was received and laid on the table. 


ADMISSION OF CALIFORNIA. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion to refer to the Committee on Territories 
the message of the President of the United States, 
transmitting the constitution of the State of Cali- 
fornia, 

Mr. DOUGLAS, having the floor, resumed and 
concluded his remarks. [His speech will be found 
in the Appendix. ] 

Mr. D. having concluded, 

Mr. HALE and Mr. DAYTON addressed the 
Chair, but the former obtained the floor. 

Mr. FOOTE. Mr. President, I understand that 
the honorable Senator from New Hampshire 
wishes only to obtain the floor upon this question. 

Mr. HALE. That is all. move that the 
further consideration of these resolutions be post- 
poned till Tuesday next. - 

Mr DAYTON. Well, I suppose I can be 
heard upon that motion. I make no objection, of 
course. to my friend from New Hampshire apply- 
ing for the floor; but I hope he will permit me to 
say, that I think a bad practice has obtained here 
of late. The rule of the Senate requires that what- 
ever member wishes to address the President, shall 
arise in his place. It was a rule which I suppose 
was made for the purpose of keeping good order. 
I do not like this plan, which has come up within 
two or three years, of taking a seat by the Sena- 
tor addressing the Senate, for the purpose of 
catching the floor. 

The question being then taken upon the motion 
to postpone the further consideration of the sub- 
Ject until Tuesday next, it was agreed to. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
resolutions of proposed compromise, submitted by 
Mr. Cuay. - 

Mr. BADGER. I yielded yesterday, very 
cheerfully, every claim that I might have had 
Upon the courtesy of the Senate to-day, to speak 
upon these resolutions, in order not to interfere 
with the Senator from Michigan (Mr. Cass] or 
the Senator from Illinois, (Mr. Doucias.] I now 
move that the consideration of these resolutions 
be ‘Pestporied till Monday next. 

€ question being taken upon the motion to 
Postpone, it was agreed to. 
MR. BELL'S RESOLUTIONS—SELECT COM- 
MITTEE. 
Mr. FOOTE. I now suggest that the order of 
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the day be taken up, which, I believe, is the reso- 
lution which | had the honor of proposing a day 
or two since, in the discussion of which the Sen- || 
ator from Michigan, [Mr. Cass,] was engaged yes- 
terday, and who gave way, with the under- } 
standing that he should have the opportunity of || 
continuing them to-day. 

Mr. RUSK. [hope the Senator will withdraw his 
motion for a few moments. I have many reports | 
to make, and other business to attend to, which | 
has been lying by me for some time; and I wish | 
to introduce a resolution for the purpose of fixing | 
some certain time for the consideration of it. 

Mr. FOOTE withdrawing his motion, i] 

Mr. RUSK submitted the following resolution | 
for consideration: 


Resolved, That the 24th rule of the Senate be amended, || 
by inserting after the word “ presented,” at the first sen- || 
tence— 





** Provided, That petitions and memorials shall only be || 
called for, presented, or received, the first day of the meet- 
ing of the Senate in each week.”’ 


Mr. BUTLER. If my friend from Mississippi || 
will allow me, I desire to say a word. 1] 
Mr. FOOTE. | would, with pleasure, but I | 
am desirous of having this matter taken up. 
Mr. BUTLER. | would take but a moment. 
Mr. FOOTE. So others would say, and thus | 
the time would be taken up; and we all know that || 
speeches are always made before the business is || 
attended to. }} 
The Senate then, on motion by Mr. Foors, || 
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worth thecontest? Sir, there is no object that can 
be accomplished by such a course of procedure. 
Under existing circumstances, what kind of terri- 
torial government can be established there? Can 
any territorial government be established? And 
is this unsettled state of things to go on from year 
to year, perpetuating the bitter feelings that have 
already sprung up between one section of the 
Union and the other? But I have said also that 
such a course is unwise; and | trust my southern 
friends will pardon me for saying, that they are 
making a very unwise issue. 

Sir, we cannot stand before the country, and 
before the world, and object to the admission of 
California on the ground that has been urged. 
The objection is not to her boundaries, though 
that topic has been much debated. The honorable 
Senator from Illinois, whom we have all just 
heard with so much pleasure, has discussed the 


|| subject so ably and clearly, that it would be a 
| work of supererogation in me to renew it. 


| my- 
self was at first startled at the boundary siknes, 
stretching as it does along the coast of the Pacific 
one thousand miles—a much greater extent than 
any one State in the Union ought to possess. As 
the Senator from Illinois and myself are together 
in the same house, we have conversed repeatediy 
upon this subject, and with an earnest desire to 
reduce these boundaries, if the nature of the country 
would permit. With this view, he examined va- 
rious lines proposed—the parallel of 36° 30’, and 


resumed the consideration of the motion to refer || the southern range of mountains—to ascertain 
the resolutions proposed by Mr. Bexi to a select || what proper limitation could be imposed upon the 


committee of thirteen. 
Mr. CASS resumed and concluded as follows: 
Mr. Presiwent: Before | resume my remarks | 


at the point where I left off yesterday, | have a || east of the mountains is a desert, and in propor- 


|| tion to its extent, the quantity of arable land is 
' small. 
| probable that its population will ever be as great 


question to put to the Senator from Mississippi, 
who, (said Mr. Cass, looking round,) | am sorry 
to see, is not in his seat. I regret he is not; but | 
will eo the reference | designed making to | 

the close of my remarks, when per- 
haps he may be here. 


aware of the question | wish to put to him. 
I was remarking yesterday, when I resigned the | 
floor, that there were certain things we could not | 
accomplish, and others that, with equal certainty, 
we might take for granted we could do. Among | 
the latter, was the bill providing for the recapture 
of fugitive slaves; and another object, which | 
trust will be accomplished, is the providing of a | 
government for the new territories. | think it | 
essential to calm this agitation, and so long as 
these territories are left without a government, so | 


|| new State. 
|| that no change could be made. 


But he ultimately became satisfied 
The country be- 
tween the ocean and the sea is a narrow one, and 


Be the boundaries as they may, it is not 


as that of some of the other States of this Union. 


| And if its southern boundary were to Stop at the 
I spoke to him this morn- || 
ing on the subject, and therefore he is perfectly |, 


mountains, there would be left between them and 
the Mexican possessions a small districtof country, 


|| which would have to remain for an indefinite 


| period, perhaps forever, in a colonial condition, 


HoUN,} who | regret to see is notin his seat to- 
day, does not assume this ground as an objection 
to the admission of California. That objection 
rests upon her present position and mode of appli- 
cation; because she has established a Government 


| 
| The Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. Car- 


| of her own without passing through a territorial 
| process, and comes here of her own accord, and 


| asks admission into this Union. This ground of 








long will the present state of things continue, and || objection cannot be maintained in this age of the 
this agitation-be kept up, which is so harassing to || world, before the people of this country, and, | 
the tranquillity, and dangerous to the peace, of the l may add, the people of Christendom. 
Union. | One hundred thousand American citizens on the 
That a law may be passed authorizing the peo- || shores of the Pacific are, or might be, so far as 
ple of the territories to govern themselves, without || depends upon our action, in a perfect state of 
any Wilmot proviso being attached to it, is my || anarchy. Three sessions of Congress have in- 
wish and my hope. I am not going to say much || tervened since these new territories came under the 





upon the propriety of the admission of California, 
for the remarks that have fallen from my friend 
from lilinois [Mr. Dovetas] are so well expressed 
and so pertinent, that they preclude the necessity 
of entering anew into that topic at any length. 


make it expressly a test questign. 
before, it was this demand of the honorable Sena- 
tor that excited in my mind seriousapprehensions 
as to the result; for | knew, and every member of 
this Senate knew, that if this was made a test 

uestion, upon which the fate of this Republic 
departed, that fate was sealed. I trust 1 may be 
permitted to say, with regard to this issue, that it 
appeafs to me not only unwise but useless, for the 
reasons so well expressed by the Senator from 
[ilinois, in his speech to-day. 

No gentleman on this floor, from the North or the 
South, the East or the West, will rise in his seat, 
and say he believes that slavery will ever go into 
the Territory of California; no one can believe this 
for a moment. What, sir, would the southern 
States gain by sending California, after she has 
come here with a constitution in her hands, back 
again, to undergo the process of a territorial gov- 
ernment, and then toretara here a year hence— 
every year p:fhaps for ten years—-and revive the 


any portion of the country? Is it a battle worth 
fighting? Ia the object to be accomplished really 


I understood the distinguished Senator from || 
South Carolina to admit, yesterday, that he did || purpose of collecting taxes from them. Are we, 
As | remarked || sir, to be told, in the middle of the nineteenth cen- 





jurisdiction of the United States, and you have 
| net legislated for them in a single instance, except 
to make provision for the collection of revenue at 
| their ports. All other duties, devolving upon you 
| as legislators for the entire Union, have been to- 
tally neglected. You have used them only for the 


| tury, that these people, under such circumstances, 
| have no right to form a government? No man 
| can stand up here, and assert this doctrine, and 
| expect to receive the support of the people of this 
country. My friend from lilinois [Mr. Doveras} 
correctly said, that the right of government—of 
| some kind of government—was a right inherent 
in all people upon the face of the earth, and that 
| the establishment of civil and social order was 
| among the first necessities of men entering inio 
| civil society. Without government, they cannot 
exist; and you have provided no government 
for the people of California, and it is now con- 
tended that they have no right to provide one for 
themselves. You have neglected your own duty 
towfrd them for the last three sessions, and now, 
when they come here acknowledging your juris- 
| diction, and with a constitution in their hands, 
you are about to send them back to the shores of 
| the Pacific, to enter into a territorial condition, 


question anew? What would be gained by it for |, and to return again at some future time as suppli- 


| ants for your favor. Th 


love the Union; they 
| have felt its blessings, 


desire to secure them 
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to themselves and posterity. They will have no, 
other standard to wave in the breezes of the Pa- 
cific, on their coast, bat the standard of their fathers 
—the stare and stripes of their country. Would 
to God that this feeling prevailed with equal in- 
‘tensity at the centre of the Republic, as it prevails 
atits distant extremity! While they wish to come 
in, there are those who wish to go out. It is con- 
soling to find that the patriotic ardor of our coun- 
trymen dees not diminish as they recede from the 
older portions of the Republic. I repeat, they 
come here, not as revolutionists, but as an integral 
part of our great community, asking admittance 
into the Confederacy. 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


] 


| 
} 
i 


| of a territory. No necessity requires it; 


Mr. KING, (in his seat.) Who is it that pre- | 


vents them ? 
Mr. CASS. The Senator from Alabama in- 
quires who it is that has prevented them from hav- 


| 


a 


» 

March 14. 
that we can only admit a State into é 
acy, and that California is not a State. - woe 
in my opinionit is a State, and as truly so a’ 
existing under the sun. The honorable Senat 
from Maine asked the very emphatic question 
What constitutes a State? “And his answer will 
Mr. CASS. Certainly; I stand ready to be |} find a responsive cord in the heart of every A - 

eatechised all day on this subject, if Senators de- || iean. It is said with truth that it is men who ‘the. 

sire it. State. They do, sir. Itis not land, nor trees “a 
Mr. CHASE. Did I understand the Senator | See emo but itis men, by whom and for wiin 
| as saying that, in voting for a bill to establish a || States are constituted and maintained. Why - 

government in the territories he would assume || any other doctrine would carry us back to = 
the exercise of any authority not given in the || worst portion of the middle ages, when Govern. 
| Constitution? ments were instituted for the protection of the he. 
Mr. CASS. The honorable Senator will un- |} and men without property were men without 
| doubtedly recollect, that in a historical document |! rights. Doctor Franklin, with his native good 
| called the Nicholson letter, which subsequent cir- \ sense—and, I may add, his native good humor 

cumstances have made somewhat important, I || rebuked this principle of legislation in &@ manner far 














circumstances could I have voted for any law in- 
terfering with the internal concerns of the ple 
ere is 
no necessity which would justify it. 

Mr. CHASE. Will the Senator ‘allow me to 
ask him a question? 
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ing a government, and | answer it is the Congress || distinctly stated my views upon this subject, and || more significantly than could have been done } 

of the United States; and in saying this, I take the_|| those views have remained unchanged to the pres- |! the most labored argument. He said that a c¢ 

blame myself, as one of its members. ; ent hour. I maintained, that no power is given || ‘tain amount of property is necessary to entitle ; 
Mr. DOWNS. The Wilmot proviso prevents || by the Constitution to establish territorial gov- || man to a vote. He possesses a jackass to-day of 








them. 


Bein Sorry 


ar 


Mr. CASS. Iam speaking of the cause of our 


ernments, but that where an imperious necessity || the requisite value, and can exercise this right 
| exists for such a measure, the legislator who || To-morrow the jackass dies, and he loses it, To 


neglect—the Wilmot proviso is another thing. || yields to it must look to his constituents for his || whom does the right belong—to the man or the 


I am not examining what differences of opinion || justification. 


may have prevented our action. ~ lam speaking of 
our neglect, and of its effect upon the people of 
California, and of their justificat‘on in forming a 
State government. 


What has the Wilmot pro- 


|| jackass? : 


Mr. CHASE. I understood theSenatortosay, || (Here Mr. Butier said something in a tone in. 


wed ps rea a 
| that there was no such authority given by the || audible to the reporter, to which Mr. Cass replied, 


Constitution? . || I go for the man, and not for the jackass.) 
Mr. CASS. T said, that if we doan act not | But, Mr. President, there are other considera. 


viso, or any other difference of opinion here, to do || authorized by the Constitution, under a pressure || tions which seem to me forcibly to urge the ad. 


with them? They would stil have remained 


without a government had they not taken their | 


own cause into their own hands, and done for them- || autlfority of Mr. Madison, who justified the ac- | 


selves what we ought to have done forthem. Are 
they to be deprived of social organization, and of 
all the elements of social order—I may add, of ex- 
istence, and to be treated by us with contumely 
and mockery, under the pretence that we can do 
nothing for them, because some one thinks proper 
to introduce the Wilmot proviso into our legisla- 
tive proceedings ? 

Mr. DOWNS. Does not the gentleman know 
that that is the only reason? 

Mr. CASS. To be sure; gentlemen would not 
have voted for a territorial government clogged 
with the Wilmot proviso. 
seif. But the great fact still remains.. It is our 
fault they have no government—it is not theirs; 
and it is because that question has divided you, 
and prevented you from doing your duty, that they 
appear here to-day, and ask justice at your hands. 

Mr. FOOTE. Will the Senator bear with me? 

Mr. CASS. With pleasure. 

Mr. FOOTE | I presume the Senator does not 
wish to do injustice to any one; but he knows 
well that what may properly be called the Walker 
amendment was prevented from being adopted, 
according to his own account, by the Senator from 
New York. 

Mr. CASS. If any gentleman supposes that I 
had the slightest idea of casting censure upon one 
human being, he is utterly mistaken; sock a sen- 
timent never occurred to me. I was speaking of 
the Congress of the United States, and of the duties 
they had to perform and had neglected to perform, 
and did not intend to reflect the slightest censure 
upon any gentleman, North, South, East,or West, 
much less to arraign their motives. | was speak- 
ing of the relation which existed between this 
Government and the people of California, which 
has justified, in my opinion, the course they have 
taken. 

Mr. BUTLER. Will the honorable Senator 
allow me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. CASS. Certainly. 

Mr. BUTLER. Do Y understand the honora- 
ble Senater now to say, that it was the duty of 
Congress to have provided a competent govern- 
ment for these terrttories ? 

Mr. CASS. ‘There are two positions I have 
always maintained with reference to this subject— 
first, that Congress, under the Constitution, has 
no right to establish governments for the territo- 
ries; secondly, that under no _ meow have 
they the right to any law to ate the in- 
ternal affairs of ihe people inbabiting them. The 
firat may be a matter of necessity; and when the 

\ necessity exists, if a Senator votes for it, he votes 
upon his own responsibility to his constituents. 





| of necessity, that act must be done upon our own |; mission of California. The Senator from Illinois 
| responsibility; and I refer the gentleman to the || truly said, that the pride of opinion is atrong jn 
the human breast, and that it belongs as well i 
| tion of the Congress of the Confederation, on the || communities as individuals. The Wilmot Proviso 
| subject of territories, upon this ground—and | is offensive—justly offensive—to the southern sec- 
| upon this alone. If the gentleman will take the | tion of the Confederacy—offensive, independent! 
| trouble to look at my speech on the Wilmot || of its practical consequences. It is considered an 
| proviso, he will find my views on this point i arbitrary assumption of power, and is, therefore, 
distinctly laid down. What is the objection in || resisted, agreeably to the established laws of hu. 

principle to the admission of California? Allow || man nature. We oppose instinctively all improper 
| me to say, that great political rights and move- || assumptions of authority over us, without stop- 
| ments, in this age of the world, are not to be de- || ping to inquire into the pecuniary value they may 
| termined by mere abstract or speculative opinions, || affect. Noman is willing to have a measure forced 
There is no want of heavy books in the world, || upon him. Now, the people of California have 
which treat of political science; but you need not || been driven by necessity to take this matter into 


I would not do it my- |} go to them to ascertain the rights of men—either || theirown hands. They have decided the question 


individuals or in communities; if you do, you will || for themselves. There is no offence to the pride 
lose yourself groping in a labyrinth, and where.|| of the South or of the North. There is no invid- 
no man can follow you. If there are rights of sov- || ious Wilmot proviso to be passed north or south 
ereignty, there may be wrongs of sovereignty; and || of 36930’. There is no pride of opinion involved, 
this truth should be held in everlasting remem- || and no overbearing act of one portion of the coun- 
brance. And this is the case with regard to Cali- || try against the other; and therefore the admission 
fornia. We have rights, and we have duties; and || of California removes much of the present contro- 
if the former are sacred, the latter should be sacred || versy in a manner that spares the feelings of all. 
also. One of these duties we have neglected to || I regret, sir, that the Senator from South Caro- 
perform; and we are told by gentlemen who have || lina is not present, as 1 desired to extend my re- 
spoken here, that when a State wishes admission || marks further than I shall now do. I have already 
into the Union, she should come to the door of || said, that the speech of that honorable Senator in- 
Congress and knock for admission. California || evitably leads us to the conclusion, that upon the 
has thus come, and knocked; but no door is | admission of California depends the dissolution of 
opened to her, and she is to be told, ‘*Go back |; the Union. He likewise contended that an ament- 
ment to the Constitution was indispensable, and 








and wait till we are ready.’’ There is but one 
door through which you can enter, and that door || his remarks on yesterday seemed to conuect the 
we keep shut. You must pass through a territo- fate of the country with the accomplishment of 
| rial government; but that government we have 
neglected to give you, and we are probably as far 
from establishing it as ever. And such is the pa- 
ternal regard we manifest toward one-hundred 
thousand American citizens, who are upholding 
the flag of our gunty on the distant shores of 
= 





this object. : 

Mr. DOWNS. The Senator from Michigan 
states that the Senator from South Carolina re- 
| marked, in his speech, that this amendment was 





indispensable. Now, I may have misunderstood 
his words, but certainly I think he only said that 
it was desirable. 

Mr. CASS. I do not desire to exchange worls 
upon this point, and have not the slightest disposi- 
tion to provoke debate upon it. In order to satis!y 
the Senator from Louisiana, I will read the Sen- 
ator’s own words: 


“The North has only to will it to aceomplish it; to 4 


the Pacific. A géod deal has been said about pre- 
cedents: I am not going to examine either their 
application or authority, though it has been pretty 
clearly shown by others, that they fully justify this 
measure of admission. 

Great political measures must be judged by 
themselves. ~ When new and imposing circum- 
stances dictate an unusual course, they fufnish the || justice by conceding to the South an equal right in the s- 
re e808 gwar ae ee nem a | —  cooenee manca — a ee oe rn 
orecedent for future proceedings; and whether |; 40", saver, 1 se fi 
souk cases as this are b be found our legislative sre eansictenstndeusearassOonpieadensty a set 
history, our duty is still the same. Thatduty im- || ment, which’ will restore to the South, in substance, - 
periously requires the admission of California into wer she possessed of pr herself before ns oe, 
our Union. She comes and asks admission—not, || brium between the sections was destroyed by the. a 
as the honorable Senator from Illinois: says; in 


this Government. There will be no difficulty in devising suc? 
a provision, one that will protect the South, and which a 

language of equal force and beauty—not to reject 

your sovereignty, but because her citizens love 


the same time will improve and Dunaginen the Governme'|, 
their native country, know the value of our insti- 


instead of impairing and weakening it. But will the _ 
tutions, and desire to become bone of our bone, and 











agree todothis? It her to answer this question. Bu 
will say she cannot refuse, if she lias half the love of the Union 
which she professes fo hardy-ae without justly — 


If they believe the necessity and support him, he || flesh of our fiesh, They come,"I repeat, not*as || herself to the charge, that her love of power ond 
is safe, but if not, he must fall. iP I had voted revolutionists, but as petitioners, asking the great- —o ena , tae he Union. sae eal 
under such circumstances, | must have looked to || est favor we can bestow upon them. e distin- || “'€ ality Of saving 1 a rests tof 


my constituents for my justification; but under no 


ny ac 
not on the South. The cannot save it by 4 Y ebat 


guished Senator from South Carolina has objected |) ners, andthe Norttr may save it without any 
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